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BUSINESS 6
Charter buys Time Warner
for roughly $56 billion (p. 7)

Baruch addresses academic honesty

After two failed
attempts, Charter is buying
Time Warner.
The merged
company will
be named
New Charter
and will be the
second largest cable provider
behind Comcast. The FCC must
confirm that the merger will be
beneficial to consumers.

BY GABRIEL MARRERO
OPINIONS EDITOR

FEATURES 8
Anxiety is the new depression among students (p. 8)
The transition from high
school to college is hard on
students, and a
new study reveals that social
anxiety is one
of the leading
causes of depression among college students
nationwide, resulting from the
stresses of college life.

ARTS & STYLE 10
The Whitney reopens in the
meatpacking district (p. 10)
The new Whitney Museum
has opened
its doors on
the West Side,
featuring stateof-the-art facilities. Designers
attempted to
utilize all of the
museum’s space artistically as
an homage to the art contained
within.

SCIENCE & TECH 12
Mindfulness therapy vs.
antidepressants (p.12)
Though mindfulness therapy
may be a longterm solution
to depression,
a recent study
published in
The Lancet
found that
the relapse rate was only three
percent higher than those taking
antidepressants.

SPORTS 14
Blackhawks will prevail in
Stanley Cup (p. 14)
Following a
hard-fought
season and
playoffs, the
Chicago Blackhawks will beat
the Tampa Bay
Lightning in the
Stanley Cup.
The series will be gritty, but the
Hawks will top the Lightning in
six or seven games, predicts
Stephen Elliott.
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Social Greeks
protest the threeyear moratorium

HAI YU | THE TICKER

In the 2014 Fall semester. there were 107 documented instances of students collaborating or cheating on class assignments.
BY EDWIN MOREL
NEWS EDITOR
Academic integrity is of great
importance to Baruch College as
an educational institution and the
students who invest themselves in
its programs. But still, students and
sometimes professors find themselves in quandaries: the decision

being to not participate in an academically dishonest activity, look
the other way while others participate or work to prevent academic
dishonesty. History and statistics
show that many times at Baruch,
the unethical path is the one taken.
In the past there have been
cases of academic dishonesty. In
2012, Professor Aloke Gosh was

accused of helping students cheat
on exams, and in that same year,
Chris Koutsoutis, former director
of executive programs at the Zicklin School of Business, pled guilty
to 21 felony forgery charges and 10
misdemeanor charges for falsifying business documents.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

While most students were using the final club hours of the semester to prepare for finals, catch
up with friends or take a much
needed break, social Greeks at
Baruch College were using the
time to stage a protest on campus
advocating for their organizations.
On May 15, members from
various social Greek organizations, such as Lambda Upsilon
Lambda, Beta Phi Sigma and
others in protest of the recently
issued three-year moratorium
on Greek life, marched out to the
25th Street plaza with their hands
bound and mouths gagged.
Holding signs and handing out informative fliers titled,
“Guilty By Association,” a reference to other Greek organizations being supposedly penalized
for the actions of other organizations, members were on hand to
explain to both students and faculty alike what their current situation was and just why they were
out there.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Baruch student and alumnus-developed app wins at SmartPitch
BY DAMLA BEK
EDITORINCHIEF
CUNY students converged at
the culminating event of SmartPitch 2015 on June 4 to pitch their
business concepts. The winners received $40,000 in total cash prizes
to use for their startups. CUNY
Central staged the final leg of the
13th annual SmartPitch Challenge.
SmartPitch is hosted every year
by the CUNY Center for Student
Entrepreneurship, the Lawrence N.
Field Center for Entrepreneurship
and its sub-sect, the Institute for
Virtual Enterprise. Other partners
this year include Verizon and IBM.
Though SmartPitch is CSE’s
premiere pitch event, it also runs
a series of competitive events every semester for projects undergoing incubation. According to CSE
Academic Director Dr. Stuart Schul-

man, the CSE Incubator is an “established entrepreneurial resource”
helping students implement their
business ideas. IVE, meanwhile, is
more focused on research and development. Both entities work in
conjunction for SmartPitch.
“The incubator is a function of
CSE,” explained Schulman. “IVE
provides a platform called ‘virtual
enterprise.’ Virtual enterprise is
really a virtual economy that allows students to practice setting up
their businesses and putting them
out online [and] to develop their
pitches for financing.”
Students enrolled in the incubator program, which consists of
two classes, compete in a separate
event known as Demo Day. The
five firms invited to Demo Day often compete in SmartPitch. Likewise, the winners of SmartPitch
often participate in the incubator.

CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER

The Think Olio team is presented with the grand prize check for $15,000.
At the beginning of each year,
undergraduate and graduate students are invited or selected to
compete for funding for their business ideas. There are four main
tracks: education, healthcare, sus-

tainability and smarter cities. Students can also compete to win fan
favorite or most innovative app.
The grand-prize is $15,000.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Men’s soccer poised
for winning season
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR
It has been over six months
since the Baruch College men’s
soccer team played their last
match. Last year the Bearcats
won their third consecutive CUNYAC title and qualified for the
NCAA Division III tournament.
In the first round, the Bearcats
played against Muhlenberg College, and although the game
ended in a loss, the Bearcats
showed resiliency during the
game. This year, the Bearcats
face the challenge of keeping
their streak alive from the other
determined CUNYAC teams
looking to take the spotlight.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

LAUREN MARIANI | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

As family, friends and faculty looked on, Baruch students celebrated at the 2015 Commencement Excercises at the Barclays
Center on Wednesday, June 3. The ceremony featured a commencement address from Errol Louis, host of NY1’s Inside City Hall.
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Baruch administrators address academic honesty

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
EDWIN MOREL
The Pathways Technology
Early College High School, otherwise known as P-Tech, has
proven successful in its first
trial, as six students will graduate from a program that accomplishes six years of schooling
in four years. P-Tech is part of a
public-private partnership with
CUNY and IBM, giving low-income students the opportunity
to succeed at a higher level than
other students. The program
also addresses the problem of
diversity in STEM careers.
The graduates will receive
their diploma and their associate’s degree in applied science in
computer systems technology,
giving them a better opportunity to land entry-level positions
within their companies based
on their reviews from summer
internship supervisors. Three of
the six graduates have opted to
attend a four-year university instead.
_________________________
Hunter College Elementary
School, the school for intellectually gifted children that teaches
them complex ideas and emphasizes independent work, has
a gruesome application and admissions process.
Insideschools revealed that
the admission rate, which stands
at 2 percent, is lower than Harvard’s undergraduate rate. HCES
handpicks 25 girls and 25 boys
from Manhattan to its incoming
kindergarten class from a pool of
approximately 2,500 applicants.
Each applicant needs to take a
Stanford-Binet IQ test where the
250 children with the highest
scores are moved into the evaluation round. There, they are observed based on their interactions with peers and teachers
until the Admissions Selections
Committee selects the exclusive
few.
_________________________
Veena Oldenburg, professor in global history at Baruch,
earned a Fulbright Senior Award
for Scholarly Excellence that will
be used for her research project in India. The $65,000 award
will give Oldenburg the opportunity to live in Gurgaon, India
for nine months to focus on
her research and writing, while
working in Jawaharlal Nehru
University in Delhi. Oldenburg
said that her project, titled The
Chronicles of Gurgaon: From
Mythic Hamlet to Millennium
City, would finally have a fitting
conclusion. It will be the first
written holistic history of Gurgaon that reflects the evolution
of Indian urbanization in the last
two millennia.
_________________________
Cesar Vargas became the first
undocumented immigrant to be
approved to work as a lawyer in
New York. After three years in a
legal dispute, the appellate panel of the State Supreme Court
approved his application to the
bar, which was originally denied
in 2013 based on his immigration status. Vargas is co-founder
to the Dream Action Coalition,
and in an interview with Huff
Post, says that he will continue
his advocacy work. “As a lawyer,
I’m going to have more power
to help people to confront and
fix broken legal systems that our
community faces every day.”
The ruling may be future
groundwork for immigration
policy change in New York,
which fell short in Albany last
year.
________________________

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Baruch fired Koutsoutis once
the school learned he made unauthorized changes to students’
grades.
Additionally, according to Baruch’s data, in 2012-13 there were
181 documented instances of
students cheating, and in 201314, there were 171. Last semester
alone, there were 107 cases.
Dr. Ronald Aaron, Baruch’s academic integrity officer, said, “There
is a good likelihood that the 20142015 case numbers will exceed
those previous [years’] figures.”
The good news for Aaron is
that, according to him, the reactive system works well enough.
Nearly all of the students who are
caught in an academically dishonest activity never breach school
policies again. “That suggests
that that they have learned something from our discussions and/
or academic sanctions that may
be imposed,” said Aaron, who believes it is important that students
leave the school well trained in
their discipline.
While the student population
rises, the percentage of students
cheating remains consistent, according to David Christy, provost
and senior vice president for academic affairs.
“These numbers are not alarming to me,” said Christy. “I’m not
too concerned about 181, 107. I
want to know that we have a system
that people think works.”
Addressing initial breaches of
academic honesty policies seems
to be the concern by all. There
is no clear-cut answer as to how
academically dishonest habits are
formed, but the root of the issue
needs to be mitigated.
Aaron indicated that one of the
bigger problems at Baruch is plagiarism. Often, students get caught

because their writing styles are
inconsistent among term papers
or citations are inadequate or not
present at all.
He believes that the experience
goes back to high school where
“teacher[s] would never want to be
really critical on their student[s].”
While a student should not have to
be penalized for an improper citation, Aaron suggests that course instructors should provide constructive feedback.
More generally though, cheating is a major concern for the academic integrity officer.
“Research shows that a majority of college students admit that
they cheat. It does not necessarily
mean they do it every single time,
but statistically that’s the reality of
what we find in this country,” said
Aaron, who referenced the work
of Donald McCabe, a retired professor whose research concluded
that business students are more
likely to cheat than students in any
other major.
Christy does not think a national study directly applies to Baruch.
“If we do a study and 80 percent
of our undergraduates are in business, you would think that students
who identify as business students
are going to be higher proportionate of people cheating.”
For Aaron, the intensity for students to do well academically—
specifically in business schools
where high grades may lead to
internship opportunities, which
may lead to employment—encourages cheating: a notion that
really rings true in most fields.
Aaron added that students who get
hired with GPAs inflated because
of of cheating or collaboration
may find themselves out of a job
a few months down the line, and
the integrity of their program may
be damaged.
Addressing academic integ-

Social Greeks protest
three-year moratorium
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Daniel Perez, president of the
Greek Action Committee and
vice president of Lambda Upsilon
Lambda’s Beta Beta Chapter at
Baruch believes that the protest
did an excellent job at getting the
word out there.
“I think we hit a lot of different
groups that we weren’t expecting
to hit. [The protest] was to raise
awareness and conversation with
students, but we had professors
and security guards coming up to
us … it was good to see we weren’t
just getting feedback from students, we were getting feedback
from other groups that were interested in knowing what we were
talking about.”
Perez, who was at the center of
the demonstration, hopes to hold
additional protests in the future.
“In the fall, hopefully we will be
able to get something much better organized and make a bigger
effect … by work[ing] with third
party organizations that we plan
to work with…and show[ing] that
it’s not only Greeks who want to
see a change.”
The protest was also on the
heels of an Undergraduate Student Government decision to
revoke the charter of Pi Delta Psi
at Baruch. Pi Delta Psi, the AsianAmerican Greek Fraternity that
was involved in the hazing death
of Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng
had received a lifetime ban back
in 2013 for the event; however,
their charter remained in place.
The USG resolution, which cited
the multiple infractions of both
CUNY bylaws and the Henderson
rules that were committed by Pi
Delta Psi, concluded with “Let it
be resolved, that given the violations of the rules and regulations

set forth in this document, The
Undergraduate Student Government of Baruch College exercises its power to revoke Pi Delta
Psi’s charter in-full as described
by the City University of New
York by laws.”
“This was something that
should have happened with last
year’s USG, but it’s not their fault.
It’s pretty clear that this was not
something that last year’s USG
knew they had to do,” said former USG President Connor Levens, who signed the resolution.
“The president of the college had
placed a lifetime ban, and a lot of
people including myself though
that that was enough. Something
that was important for the college
to do was revoke the charter. We
did that after being briefed about
much of the events that had gone
on since the event.”
Levens said, “The big thing
is if Greeks don’t need to worry
about an organization that broke
the rules and had their charter
revoked. When people think of
Greek life at the college currently,
they don’t have to think about
that organization because they’re
not something that’s ever going to
come up again.”
The moratorium on Greek life,
which was announced on May 5,
is not slated to expire until June
1, 2018.
Under the moratorium, social
Greek clubs cannot add members
and are required to “participate
in mandatory training programs
on anti-hazing, anti-bullying, and
prevention of sexual harassment
and sexual violence” as well as
“conduct all activities of Baruch
social Greek organizations on the
Baruch campus,” unless an exception is made in advance by the
dean of students.

rity, no matter how severe the issue is believed to be, can be difficult, but for Christy and school
administrators, the obvious way
to handle the situation isn’t the
most effective.
Christy said, “Students and the
general public alike expect that
the authority have the responsibility to enforce things. When you are
talking about sending a message
of values or about thinking about
who you are and what is important
to you, it often comes better from
a peer.”
He continued, “That is an interesting juxtaposition, because
we do not expect students to enforce behavior on other students
per say.”
For some honest students, however, directly addressing cheating
is not the chosen course of action.
Christian Lavendera, an undeclared student in his junior year,
said, “At times I get the impulse to
do the right thing and tell the professor, but I feel that I am better off
just staying out of it.“
As the provost of Baruch, Christy wants to make both faculty and
students aware of ongoing issues of
academic integrity. In the 2014 Fall
semester, a video contest was put
forth addressing academic integrity issues as a way “to get people to
talk about it.”
Not only did it give clubs and
students at Baruch the opportunity
to share their messages, but it also
gave them the opportunity to make
people aware.
Because of the contest, administrators were able to focus on the
prevalence of a particular type of
cheating based on what students
highlighted in their videos: the use
of cellphones during exams.
“How do we educate the faculty
to first put on the syllabus that you
can’t use cell phones? Secondly,
how do they talk about it in the

first day of class? Third, how do
you actually enforce this in class?”
posed Christy.
Alongside Associate Provost
Dennis Slavin, Christy reached
out to faculty in the department of
fine and performing arts to work
with students in order to stream
videos that will educate faculty on
to know how to address the issue
of cellphone-use in classrooms.
The videos are in the process of
being finalized.
Additionally, Slavin is working with faculty on enforcing and
modifying rules and being clearer with students about issues of
academic integrity.
“A lot of stuff behind the scenes
is happening,” said Christina
Latouf, vice president for communications, external relations and
economic development.
The USG is looking to make efforts in improving academic integrity as well. USG President Annie
Sourbis said, “I believe that USG
and administrators can continue
to work on programs like the one
this past fall that will continue to
illustrate to students on a one-onone basis what cheating does to
their overall degree and Baruch
College’s prestige.”
Sourbis continued, “Whether
it is having students putting their
name on their phone and turning it
in before an exam or dropping off
their bag in the front of the classroom, there are small measures
that can go a long way in maintaining academic integrity.”
Christy stresses that it takes a
long time and a concerted effort to
change people’s behavior and that
we have to begin by making sure
that “we solidly ground the ideas
that we are pursuing.”
By reaching out to people
in a tangible way, the first step
in improving the situation can
be taken.

Think Olio takes home
$20,000 at SmartPitch
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Students can enter individually or in teams, but each entrant
must be an active member on the
SmartPitch social networking platform, smartpitch.org. Connecting with people, especially mentors, in-person and via the site,
is imperative to the competition.
SmartPitch also hosts co-working
events to fulfill that purpose.
IVE Associate Director Christoph Winkler, said “It’s not just
a ... entrepreneurship class or a
competition where students enter,
participate and then their involvement is over. Students don’t leave.”
The competition is divided
into three phases. During the first
phase, students create a business
model canvas, a tool used by entrepreneurs to help manage their
business models. For the second
phase, students create a minute
pitch video and upload it to YouTube. Response to this video is
what determines the winner of the
fan favorite. Finally, students must
create a short presentation for the
third phase. Judges at the final
event determines the winners.
Students are expected to start
reaching out to mentors after the
first phase is completed. These
SmartPitch-designated mentors
guide students over the course of
the competition. Mentor nominations determine the finalists attending the final event.
The final event began with remarks from SmartPitch coordinators and CUNY administrators.
Student groups then pitched their
ideas one last time and after a
round of intense deliberation by
the judges, the winners of SmartPitch 2015 were announced.
Fifty 50 Split, a collective platform that helps small business

owners work with wholesale
manufacturers to reduce costs,
took home fan favorite. BabyKik,
an app for pregnant women who
want to monitor movement in the
womb, won for most innovative
app. Homies won in the smarter
cities track, Think Olio won in education, Senseability Labs won in
healthcare and Pioneer Pete’s won
in sustainability. Think Olio also
won the grand prize, putting the
team at $20,000 in prizes.
Homies is a housing service
that helps students find their
home away from home. The service helps users navigate listings
with various filters. Each listing is
verified in-person. Users can also
take advantage of features such as
in-app rent payment. Homies was
designed by Max Trembitsky, a
Baruch alum, and Marat Mamin, a
graduate student at McGill University in Montreal, Canada.
Think Olio is an interdisciplinary means for educators and
pupils to connect in unique settings, from rooftops to galleries to
bookstores. The word “olio” itself
means “a miscellaneous collection
of art and literature,” but an Olio,
in effect, is a class of curious learners led by a discussion leader. Olio
topics range from ritual music and
its effects on consciousness to the
art of travel writing.
Think Olio was designed by
Chris Zumtobel, a senior majoring in entrepreneurial storytelling, and David Kurfirst, a recent
Baruch graduate. “We just want to
go to Olios,” said Zumtobel. “Every
night there’s not an Olio ... I’m like,
‘what are we supposed to do tonight?’ Come to Olios!”
The pair also won the first place
in the IT/Software category of
the New York State Business Plan
Competition in April.
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Opinions
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Mandatory ‘experiential
learning’ is unreasonable
In an effort to improve the work readiness of graduates, the CUNY
board of trustees has directed the university to plan for “experiential
learning” as a degree requirement for all degrees in all schools. This initiative follows a budgetary provision from Gov. Andrew Cuomo mandating this type of learning for all CUNY and SUNY graduates.
According to the board of trustees, experiential learning may include internships, faculty-supervised projects or a form of work-study.
In theory, the board’s direction writes into curricula what students
already understand to be necessities for prospering after graduation: an
internship, string of internships or some work-study.
Generally, most students believe they must earn high grades to get
into a work-study or internship program, and these opportunities turn,
typically, into employment or placement into a prestigious graduate
program following the completion of an undergraduate degree. This is
the undergraduate protocol (though it should be noted that internship
experience holds more weight in certain industries).
At Baruch College, the STARR Career Development Center posts an
endless, searchable list of internships for students to peruse, and individual departments, many already mandating internships for their
students, post internships or send opportunity notices out via email.
In many ways, the culture of “needing an internship” or work-study
already exists, sans requiring students to actually do so, which is why
requiring these types of things actually does more harm than good.
In CUNY, it is no secret that many students work, some full time,
many work to support families while taking a full course load. Requiring these students to fit an internship in their already demanding
schedules is unreasonable. While it may be imperative for students
to participate in some form of work-study, this is an understood reality, and students, who may need to work to pay tuition and who have
packed schedules, should be able to make the decision to participate in
work-study programs and not have the decision made for them.
Even students who may have the time to participate in a work-study
or internship program may not be able to fit a mandated internship into
their schedules. Most internships want students to work during business hours, which, coincidentally, are when most undergraduates take
their—required—classes. CUNY schools should, however, continue
to expand internship and work-study programs for students able and
willing to take advantage of such opportunities, but even still, the decision to participate should be left to students, who are well aware of the
benefits of work-study and interning but may not be able to actually
be the beneficiaries.

Global families are an ideal concept
A.J. Jacobs is an immersion journalist, in that he engages in a lifestyle or behavioral experiment and writes about his experiences. On
Saturday, June 6, he hosted the Global Family Reunion at the New York
Hall of Science, the largest and most inclusive family reunion to date.
Jacobs’ foray into genealogy has immense cultural significance. He
claims that he is a distant relative—either by blood or by marriage—
of Kevin Bacon, John Legend and Hilary Clinton. He refers to each of
them lovingly as his “cousin,” and though he does not have direct contact with most of his cousins, he still upholds them as family. He speaks
of their accomplishments with the same degree of pride as he would
immediate family, and he is that much happier for it.
Silly as it may seem, Jacobs’ ideology is important. It invokes the notion of a family that transcends international borders. Jacobs reminds
us that humans across the world come from a shared history. We are
all connected, if only in some ridiculous, insignificant way. Accepting
the existence of your own global family tree requires that you be open
because it stretches the definition of family far beyond what many are
comfortable with. But payoff comes in the form of a bigger family, one
that is warm, diverse and just as excited about the novelty of it all.

DAMLA BEK I THE TICKER

Millennials remain politically active
In the age of the Internet, millennials are ﬁnding new and inventive ways to voice their political views

I

n the time between two presidential election cycles, an
entire cohort of students will
start and finish their undergraduate education. That means that
the political views of many college
students are shaped by just one
presidential term. This is especially
true of the classes of 2015, 2016 and
2017, whose time as undergraduate students overlap with President
Barack Obama’s second term. And
what a second term it has been.
Obama’s modestly successful
economic policies have been overshadowed by foreign policy and
the Affordable Care Act’s rollout,
Congress’ approval rating has utterly imploded in the wake of bipartisan paralysis, and social issues
ranging from gay marriage to police
misconduct have reached breaking
points across the country.
After four years of such hopeless
politics, it would seem unsurprising that college students and young
adults are turned off. Indeed, Census Bureau statistics indicate that
college voter turnout has dropped
within the past 50 years from 50
percent to 38 percent. Whatever
our leaders and representatives are
peddling in Washington is clearly
not catching their interest.
Many journalists and pundits
have suggested that these statistics
point to political apathy among
millennials. As with so many political issues, youth turnout is seen
as a binary, where you are either a

conscientious voter or an apathetic
cynic. This is an oversimplification.
Diminishing voter turnout is only
indicative of dissatisfaction with
politicians, and says nothing about
actual political activity among
young people. In fact, politics extends beyond the voting booth,
and college students interested
in politics can still be found in
droves elsewhere.
For starters, key statistics show
that millennials are actually more
civically engaged than previous
generations. The Pew Research
Center indicated in 2010 that 57
percent of millennials volunteered
in their local communities, slightly
more than baby boomers or those
of Generation X. They were less
likely to contact their political representatives but as likely to sign petitions. They were also as likely as
older generations to engage in consumer boycotts and more likely to
engage in buycotts, that is, seek out
products from socially or politically
conscious firms.
However the biggest variable in
youth political activity is arguably
the Internet. A 2012 Pew study indicated that anywhere between 36
percent and 44 percent of millennials used the Internet for political
endeavors, such as posting their
views or sharing those of others.
Social media is rife with political
material that is shared by college
students. Considering the Internet’s role in every sphere of public

life, it is fair to say that political material on the Internet receives considerable exposure this way.
It may very well be true that college students no longer see a point
in voting or lobbying their representatives. Seven years of partisan
gridlock may have salted the Earth
before this fledgling generation
of voters could bloom. But rather
than slip into apathy, it seems that
students are gravitating toward
more empowering mediums of
expression. They do not see their
money doing any good in political
campaigns, so instead they use it to
reward socially conscientious businesses. Politicians are not speaking
to the issues that they care about,
so they donate their time to the
organizations that do. Unable to
connect with their political system,
college students are instead connecting with each other through
social media.
Voter turnout is of course still an
important issue. If politicians begin
talking about the issues that matter
to students—student loan debt or
minimum wage—then there may
be a groundswell of young voters
waiting in the wings. But until then,
expect college students to work for
political change on their own. They
have learned the hard way that if
you want something done right,
you have to do it yourself.
-Mikhail Relushchin
Political Science ’16

E-cigarettes eerily similar to cigarettes
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he latest trend sweeping the
United States like wildfire is
vaping. Tempting teens with
colorful cases and delicious flavors like Sweet Tart, Hawk Sauce
and Unicorn Puke, e-cigarettes
have become commonplace in
teenage life.
According to a recent study released by the Centers for Disease
Control, “Use of the devices among
middle and high school students
tripled from 2013 to 2014.” E-cigarettes are slim, battery-powered
devices that vaporize liquid nicotine, which can be used to emulate
traditional smoking. Using an ecigarette can give a buzz similar to
smoking cigarettes, and this is done
without the use of tobacco.
The use of traditional cigarettes
has dropped substantially, from 16
percent to 9 percent between 2011
and 2014, according to the study.
This data suggests that people
could be using e-cigarettes to kick
their smoking habits. But antitobacco activists have warned that

e-cigarettes were undoing years of
progress and have raised numerous
health concerns
The evidence-based consensus
as of now is that e-cigarettes carry
various health risks. And while
these health risks are not as dangerous as the ones found in traditional
cigarettes, there are some similarities, one of which is nicotine addiction. According to researchers from
the University of California, nicotine can negatively impact development in adolescents. Those with
a history of nicotine use showed
enhanced vulnerability to addiction mood disorders and other issues. Additionally, the CDC noted
that there was an increase in calls
to poison centers regarding e-cigarettes. Callers reported issues like
vomiting and eye irritation.
Despite the possible health
risks, teens continue to use e-cigarettes. One reason is misinformation. Pro-advocacy groups and
vaping companies are using tactics
strikingly similar to the ones that

Big Tobacco used during the early
fights over cigarettes. Big Tobacco
denied that their product was unsafe. They hired lobbyists and respected researchers to wage their
public awareness war and to call
into question the overwhelming
evidence linking smoking to cancer
and early death. Future research
may show that e-cigarettes are perfectly safe for use, but the similarities that they share with traditional
cigarettes certainly raise eyebrows.
The public health community
has advised that people proceed
with caution. While they are not as
dangerous as traditional cigarettes,
they still pose a threat to public
health. However, as they are a relatively new product, scientists are
still scrambling to gather evidence
in order to determine the longterm health effects. Whether or not
the high associated with vaping is
worth it has yet to be determined.
-Davon Singh
Economics ‘17
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Bring your ideas to the
newly elected USG

ANNIE SOURBIS

I

t is with great honor that I, Annie Sourbis, introduce myself
as your Undergraduate Student Government president of
2015-2016. I want to emphasize
the word “your” when I talk about
USG because we are students that
are elected by you to work with the
college for you.
This is important to emphasize because, as students, we all
have things that we would like to
see changed or see more or less
of on campus. But as an everyday student, it may be difficult to
feel empowered or to even find
the time to do something about
the changes you want to see at
Baruch College.
So I want to take this time to
reiterate the thing that I have repeated continuously while campaigning: “As students elected by
you we are your liaison between
you the student body and the rest
of the college.” So tell me, tell us,
what are the changes you want to
see at Baruch.
I cannot promise you that everything we all want at this college can be accomplished, but I
can promise you that we, USG,
are here to listen, and will try to
help you make your experience
at Baruch better. I encourage all

students to stop by our suite in the
Vertical Campus, room 3-270, and
visit us, with a suggestion or just
to introduce yourself. Also, you
can email us with any questions or
comments anytime at info@usgbaruch.com.
Let me tell you a little more
about me so you know a bit about
my background. This will be my
fourth year involved with USG
and my third as an elected member. When I came to Baruch, a fellow student from my high school
told me about all the issues the
college had, and as a freshman,
it intimidated me to even try
fixing anything.
Despite her warning, I decided to get involved and went to a
general interest meeting for USG.
There I found students who were
not defeated by the problems at
Baruch but instead wanted to do
something to leave Baruch a little
bit better than when they came.
The rest is history. USG enhanced
my college experience and it continues to do so everyday.
So let us get to the good stuff.
There are many things to look forward to from USG this summer.
We will be having two summer
finals barbecues and working on
our fourth issue of the USG Survival Guide.
USG will also be working with
club leaders on how to ease the appeals and finance process in order
to optimize club life as a whole.
Lastly, we will begin strategizing
methods on how to better reach
out to the students.
I wish you all a productive, fun
and relaxing summer!
Annie Sourbis is the president of
Baruch USG. She may be reached at
annie.sourbis@usgbaruch.com.

Political dynasties set to clash in 2016
THE POLITICKER

STEPHEN ELLIOTT

T

here are fewer times in politics that are more exciting
than presidential elections,
especially those on the heels of an
incumbent two-term presidency.
Issues and opinions change drastically in four years, and so do the
players and faces that represent
them. Whereas the previous election cycle focused primarily on lifting the nation out of the recession,
Obamacare and ending the war in
Iraq, the current cycle finds voters
asking questions about mass surveillance, immigration and sustaining job growth.
The candidates that have entered the race, as usual, come from
many walks of life. The frontrunners, however, hail from generations-old political dynasties—the
Clintons and the Bushes. Hillary
Clinton and Jeb Bush both have
extensive experience in politics,
the former having served as a New
York senator before taking the role
of secretary of state, the latter having served as Florida’s governor
from 1999 to 2007. Both have extensive donor networks and enjoy
household name status.
Despite the slew of other candidates that have announced or will
soon announce their intentions to
run, along with their varying specialties and areas of expertise, the
two dynasties are undoubtedly set
to clash in the presidential race.
As much as some liberals might

believe Bernie Sanders to be their
savior, and as deeply as members
of the Tea Party might believe in
Ted Cruz, the other candidates
simply lack the resources, leverage
and political wherewithal to compete. For one thing, it is clear that
the Democratic Party favors Clinton. Many of her votes are in line
with the majority of the democrats,
and she poses no real threat to the
status quo. Bush, though only leading his competition in preliminary
polls by a few points, shares similar
characteristics. Old money, pervasive networks and a sound resume
go far in presidential elections.
However, it is not just their access to resources that gives the
dynasties clout—it is that their opponents are forced to occupy niches in the opinions space. Bernie
Sanders for example, is the socialist wannabe with a clean rap sheet
that college-aged liberals want to
love, while Rand Paul is the gungho libertarian with the fortitude to
grapple with the security state. Ted
Cruz is the Tea Party champion
with a knack for saying the most
simultaneously politically correct
and downright offensive thing possible with regards to immigration.
These are the noticeable names.
Their combined pedigree force
Clinton and Bush to fine-tune
their platforms to appeal for mass
appeal and to please the hardline Democrats and Republicans
hawking over their every word. In
essence, the ancillary candidates
exist to push Clinton further left
and Bush further right, thereby
allowing them to capture the primary vote before adjusting their
platforms back to the ideological center. The Democrats know
they lost so many seats in the 2014
midterms because they were too
moderate, and the Republicans
are so fractured that the only way a
candidate will survive their philo-

sophical meat grinder is by playing
into their game. What this means
for the average American is that
the dynastic slugfest will pan out
like Mayweather and Pacquiao,
except with handshakes and photo
ops in lieu of jabs and punches.
The issues the other candidates
represent—mass surveillance, the
military-industrial complex, SSI
reform and immigration—will be
dealt with once more by a redressing of the old guard.
Though public discourse is focusing intently on these issues,
they will be addressed with a legislative lag. They are pertinent to
politicians when industries and
lobbyists insist, not when public
opinion demands it. That is not to
say that politicians can simply ignore their constituents, but the executive branch enjoys a four-year
cushion to carry out their agenda.
No matter which candidate ends
up in office, they will execute their
agenda based on political pressures. Though their ideologies
might inform the policies they
pursue, a candidate like Rand Paul
could not executive order his way
to a libertarian paradise.
Whichever dynasty is victorious will not usher in an era of reform and change. Neither Bush
nor Clinton will unveil a policy
package on par with Obamacare in
scope and scale. They will tweak,
tinker and tamper with the established framework, but have little
incentive to oversee the overhauls
the American political system so
desperately needs. If there is one
thing Obama has been right about
it is that the responsibility for political change falls on the legislative
branch. So long as gridlock prevails in the framework founded on
obscene amounts of private funding by privileged groups, America
will not be the country that it could
be.

Selflessness can reclaim Memorial Day

Community is at Baruch

Through selﬂess serivce, veterans and non-veterans alike can rekindle the intention of the holiday

A sense of community at commuter schools is found by seeking it

CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER

Memorials and other symbols are everyday reminders of those who have served.

F

or many students here at
Baruch College and citizens
across the country, Memorial Day has come to symbolize the
unofficial start of summer.
Beaches and sales at our favorite department stores have become
what we associate with the first
long weekend of the summer. In the
midst of these things, we as a nation have forgotten the meaning of
this holiday. Today less than 1 percent of the American population
has served in the military in support of the current conflicts across
the globe.
We have no interaction with
service members because many of
their bases are primarily located in
places like Virginia, North Carolina
and Texas. These military communities are sheltered from interactions with the rest of the public,
thus minimizing exposure of our
Armed Forces.
With the United States in its longest period of conflict, thousands
of Americans have lost a loved one.

The toll this takes on families and
communities is of minute significance for the rest of us. For many
veterans, including myself, there
is a divide that is growing more
and more. The result is an American public that is disconnected
from the military they support.
A fellow military supporter once
said to me, “America is not at war,
the military is. America is at the
shopping mall.”
What can we do to bring back
the significance of this holiday?
For starters, Baruch and CUNY
have a large veteran population hiding in plain sight. Baruch alone has approximately
180 veterans.
They include those of us who
have served on active duty, or continue to serve in any component
of the Guard or Reserve. These
veterans are the key to helping everyone understand the meaning of
Memorial Day.
In New York, it does not take
a service member or veteran

to truly explain the meaning of
Memorial Day.
Memorials, such as Grand
Army Plaza in Brooklyn and the
Vietnam Memorial on Water
Street, are constant reminders that
the service of New Yorkers to the
nation is very much a part of our
identity as a city.
Going as far back as the Revolutionary War, New Yorkers
have answered the call to duty.
Many of them have given their
lives to make this country better
for everyone.
Although we cannot personally
honor the sacrifice of every service
member on Memorial Day, what
would be the next best thing? If
those service members were still
alive today, they would probably
want to live in a better community for both themselves and their
loved ones.
Today, veterans have answered
the call once again to better themselves and honor their comrades
by giving back to the communities
in which they live.
One of the principles of military service is selfless service. It
means putting the well-being of
others before your own. Everyone
can interpret this as volunteering
and that is what it pretty much is.
When you bring veterans and
civilians together for service projects such as building a house for a
homeless family or cleaning up a
local playground, you begin to see
the heart that they put into honoring the service of their fallen comrades.
The meaning of Memorial Day
is not truly lost. It only takes the actions of a few to help everyone else
understand what it really means.
-Josue Alvarado
Public Affairs ’16

C

ommuter schools really get
a bad reputation. When
Google searching the term,
you are treated to a host of bland
definitions and pros and cons lists.
Added to these are quite a few
negative opinions of those who
had previously attended them,
with the most common complaint being that it was too hard to
make friends. But is that really the
school’s fault?
The type of school you go to
does not affect your college experience. Your college experience is
what you make of it; you define it
by how you act and by the decisions that you make. It is up to you
to get involved and make a name
for yourself at your college. You
get what you give and this is truest
when you find yourself at a commuter school like Baruch College.
There are over 160 clubs and
societies for undergraduate and
graduate students that touch on
every focus you could think of,
ranging from ethnic and cultural
clubs to student government and
honor societies. You name it and
there is a club for it.
If you feel lost in this school with
people constantly coming and going to and from classes, do not give
up and write it off so quickly. Take
an active part in making sure you
find your niche by joining one of
the many clubs that are available
to you. You cannot say you have
never heard of them.
After all, we have all been harassed with fliers or have been
tempted by the delicious smell of
foods on the second floor of the
Newman Vertical Campus. You
get a chance to meet people who
share the same passion and interests that you do.
You get to socialize with people
who interest you and who start

seeing you as a friend rather than
“that kid from my anthropology
class.” You will find your people
and your place, you just have to
take a chance and go to a meeting. Make it so that when you walk
through Baruch, you always see
someone you know. That is what
makes it feel like home.
The same can be said for relationships with teachers and other
staff. If you want them to know
you, you have to show that you
want to know them too. Stay after
class to talk about the lecture, visit
them during office hours, make
meetings with them and keep up
with them even after you have
taken their class. It really makes
a difference.
By doing this, you can build
a support system of professionals who you can use as sounding
boards when you are at a crossroads and in need of academic
advice. It is easier for professors to
have your back when they actually
know you as a person, and not just
as another student.
It is not going to happen by
magic and it is not just going to fall
into your lap. You have to work at
it. There are plenty of people who
dorm on campuses and do not
make many friends because they
choose not to get involved. It has
nothing to do with where you go
to school and everything to do
with the level at which you choose
to participate.
And for the people who complain about commuter schools online, I think they have to stop looking for an excuse as to why their
college life was less than satisfactory and accept who was really responsible—themselves.
-Jessica Kraker
English’ 18

PAGE 6 I THE TICKER BUSINESS

JUNE 8, 2015

Business
Oil prices rise as investors question the stability of recovery
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

Although the current crude oil
market has indicated a possible
recovery during the past couple
weeks in May, certain investors are
still reluctant to support this prediction with their assets.
One of the key indicators of the
oil market’s condition is the worth
of the U.S. dollar. When the U.S.
dollar is strengthened, the oil market is likely to weaken and vice versa. According to the U.S. Dollar Index, the worth of the dollar was below the benchmark for the month
of April.
The U.S. dollar can be a threat to
the crude oil market and some investors will likely not invest in oil if
they feel that the U.S. Dollar Index
will continue to increase.
The state of the oil market can
also be evaluated by analyzing the
level of production and consumer demand. According to Baker
Hughes, one of the world’s largest
oil-drilling companies, active U.S.
oil rigs that remain drilling offshore
decreased by 13 in only one week,
and now stands at 646.
This has been an ongoing trend
for 25 weeks and has been the lowest quantity of operating rigs within
the past five years.
Due to the recent reduction in
oil drilling, the U.S. supply of crude
oil has also declined. The resulting decrease in stockpiles of crude
oil has been the lowest amount of
inventory since 1930. Despite the
lesser inventory, American demand for crude oil has increased,
causing the price to rise in the past
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The number of active U.S. oil rigs had decreased as domestic oil producers cope with the lower prices for oil.
few weeks.
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, American consumers’ demand for gasoline, mostly for motor vehicles, has
increased to 9.2 million barrels a
day. This is the highest level of demand since August 2007.
West Texas Intermediate crude
oil, used as a benchmark when
comparing oil prices, portrays this
trend. On May 29, the price of WTI
increased by 4 percent to about
$60.28 a barrel. The support level
of WTI oil is $59 per barrel, and
therefore is now in better standing. As long as the price does not
fall below this standard, the pos-

sibility for an improved market
is likely.
The international benchmark,
Brent crude oil, also increased
by more than 4 percent to $65.38
a barrel. As opposed to WTI, its
benchmark is higher at $65 to $66,
thus indicating that it is in a more
vulnerable state than WTI.
From January to April of this
year, Brent oil cleared this level.
However, it will need to once again
reach above this benchmark level
in order to recover from the recoil
in May.
Even though oil prices have
been noticeably low throughout
2015, these increases in prices

may foreshadow a new trend of
increasing prices. A seeming result of the slowed production, the
U.S. crude oil industry has been
profitable for 11 weeks consecutively, the longest-running streak
since 1983.
Although the oil market has
been profitable during these
weeks, it cannot be said that the
industry has recovered from the
dangerously low prices of oil and
gasoline during the earlier months.
It must be determined that these
promising signs will sustain in the
long term, a crucial determinant
for potential investors, before it can
be said that it has revived.

Along with the impact that the
U.S. oil industry has on the American economy, it also has an effect
on the oil industries of other countries. Since American consumers
purchase both imported and domestic oil, the market is internationally dependent.
OPEC’s production decisions
and the future fluctuations in the
U.S. oil market will influence Saudi
Arabia’s anticipated oil production level and strategy. OPEC’s past
strategy has been to pump more
than its expected production level
in order to eliminate higher-cost
producers. While the purpose of
the meeting is to discuss output levels, it is possible that no change will
be made, as the organization can
always produce more than their
anticipated levels.
Since the condition of the oil
industry is constantly changing,
it must be constantly monitored
and is a much riskier investment.
Well-informed commercial hedgers are more hesitant to invest in
this market if they do not believe
it is already in a stabilized growing position. Large stock market
traders are more willing to invest
in such an unstable industry and
thus are more likely to take on
higher-risk portfolios.
The difference in the two is
mainly a result of their opinions
if the market will incur gains for
the long term, or if the promising
signs of May are simply a shortterm comeback. OPEC’s meeting in
June and the response of oil prices
as a result of consumerism will
determine if this upswing shift is
only temporary.

E-Discovery firm takes off Deutsche fined for misvalued securities
BY JAMILA WRIGHT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Logikcull, an electronic file
organization and discovery company that is frequented by law
firms, banks and real-estate firms,
just announced a $4 million
seed capital.
In 2001, Andy Wilson and
Shenh Yang worked in a print shop
where they specialized in helping lawyers with legal documents
called “discovery,” which is the
process of sorting through emails
and documents to find things relevant to cases in occurrence.
At this point, discovery was
done literally by printing out every
possible relevant email for attorneys to sort through.
Later on, Wilson, frustrated
with all the physical paperwork,
said to Yang that they should start
their own company.
Thus the birth of Logikcull,
based on the idea of electronic
discovery (eDiscovery).
Logik.com charged $2,500 per
gigabyte and took in $4.5 million in revenue. The company
earned $3 million in profit every
year between 2004 and 2009. At
this time the company had only
seven employees.
Logik.com was hit hard during the Great Recession and the
business began to slow down.
The recession caused the company to downsize by cutting half
of its employees. That is when
Wilson and the Logikcull team reinvested most of their intial profit
into a second version of the product. Logikcull was subsequently
released in 2013.
Recently, the company received
more than $4 million in seed capital led by Storm Ventures. Logikcull plans to use the money to hire
another 10 sales and marketing

jobs to its roster in order to acquire
further growth.
According to a Californiabased law firm, Keker & Van Nest
LLP, “studies indicate that discovery continues to account for
the vast majority of the cost of
civil litigation.
Indeed, according to one survey, discovery is responsible
for 70 percent of total litigation
costs in cases that are not tried.
Litigants can spend upwards of
$18,000 to collect, process, and
review a single gigabyte of data.
And in large cases, potentially
responsive data can measure in
the hundreds or even thousands
of gigabytes.”
Logikcull is trying to make
electronic discovery more affordable and available to smaller
firms. Pricing starts at a monthly
flat rate of $2,000 for four cases, including 50 gigabytes of uploading
per month and $30 per gigabyte
after that.
With the entire U.S. legal market being valued at over $400 billion, according to the Legal Transformation Institute, making eDiscovery more affordable will help
to allow for cheaper expenses for
smaller law firms.
Logikcull’s intuitive software
solution allows organizations to
use its technology all by themselves.
The software permits clients
to upload massive quantities of
documents and data, label sections in any number of ways for
fast review, and get rid everything
not needed. This software is a
time saver for clients and enables
Logikcull to stand out from other
discovery firms.
This past March, Logikcull
took in its first round of venture
capital financing, a $4.5 million
seed capital.

The bank has accepted the fine issued by the SEC without directly admitting guilt in the issue
BY AMANDA ELSAYED
STAFF WRITER

The U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission
finally
charged Deutsche Bank with filing inaccurate reports during the
financial crisis of 2008 that brought
the global economy to its knees.
The reason behind the charges is
that Deutsche Bank omitted large
amounts of potential losses from
their financial reports.
The SEC has reported that the
underestimated risk amounts
somewhere between $1.5 billion
and $3.3 billion.
These losses were found during
an SEC investigation of the bank
that took place in 2012, when it was
discovered that it had bought protection for credit default. The total
price of the protection was about
$98 billion.
Due to the leveraged status of
the positions, the collateral posted by the sellers was only 9 percent of the $98 million. Deutsche
Bank was only covered for losses that amounted to the total
collateral paid.
This resulted in a gap risk, under which the value of the protection could surpass the amount
of money that the bank paid
for the protection, obviously
benefitting it.
Ultimately, as the crisis neared
its explosive state, the bank put a
lot of effort into managing this new
gap risk.
Andrew J. Ceresney, director
of the SEC’s Division of Enforcement, stated, “At the height of the
financial crisis, Deutsche Bank’s
financial statements did not reflect the significant risk in these
large, complex illiquid positions

... Deutsche Bank failed to make
reasonable
judgments
when
valuing its position and lacked
robust internal controls over
financial reporting.”
A huge issue that the SEC
has with the bank is that it did
not change the market value of
the trades while the crisis was
occurring.
Deutsche Bank defended itself saying that it did not update
the market value of the trades,
and the protection at the time
because “there was no reliable
method for measuring them
amid illiquid market conditions
during the crisis,” but maintains
that they did carry out proper official procedures regarding the
valuation process. Essentially, negating the SEC’s claims against the
bank.
Deutsche Bank claims that after the financial crisis, it has set
up and enhanced procedures and
controls regarding valuing illiquid
assets.
The bank, however, has not directly admitted to or denied the allegations brought up against them
by the SEC. The bank agreed to pay
$55 million in penalties. In fact, the
process was seamless with both
sides cooperating.
The bank itself released a statement saying, “The SEC acknowledged the bank’s cooperation
throughout the investigation.”
Though this seems nice to
hear, one must ask, what could
the bank really have done in this
situation to defend against the allegations? The penalties that are
to be paid are meager compared
to the large amount of the money
that the bank was handling at
the time.

Along with the fines, the SEC
has ordered a cease and desist for
Deutsche Bank from taking part in
any future violations similar to this
present one.
In order to avoid any potential
run-ins with the SEC, Deutsche
Bank must ensure that they revise the policies under which they
value their illiquid assets, though
it has claimed in the past that its
policies were in line with regulatory requirements, especially considering that they have such an
ample amount.
Investors are not pleased with
this recent turn of events. It was
reported that at a shareholders’ meeting, there was much
lashing out by investors toward
senior executives.
Anshu Jain, the co-CEO, received most of the aggression.
These investors cannot be blamed
for their dissatisfaction with the
bank, as it has turned out to be
another company that took advantage of investors during the
financial crisis.
According to reports released
in 2014, Deutsche Bank is still under U.S. investigation concerning
“sanctions violations” and was
fined $2.5 billion for allegedly tampering with interest rates.
In light of all this scandalous news and recent events, a
little good news has emerged for
the bank.
The bank has unveiled plans
to improve their performance and
share price for the future. Deutsche
Bank has its work cut out for it to
gain back the trust of investors and
the SEC alike.
However, it seems that they
are headed in the right direction
thus far.
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Five international banks fined for manipulating forex trading
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

After five years of fixing the euro
and U.S. dollar, five global banks
have agreed to plead guilty to felony charges, a release made by the
Department of Justice on May 20
states.
The banks include Citicorp,
JPMorgan Chase & Co., Barclays
PLC, The Royal Bank of Scotland
and UBS AG, which is a Swiss financial services company. The
first four banks have plead guilty
to running a conspiracy that would
directly affect the exchange rates of
U.S. dollars and euros, resulting in
a fine that totaled over $2.5 billion.
According to the release, Citicorp had to pay the department’s
record fine of $925 million. Barclays
settled on a $650 million fine, JPMorgan Chase & Co. on $550 million,
and the Royal Bank of Scotland on
$395 million.
USB AG agreed to plead guilty
to manipulating the London Interbank Offered Rate and other
interest rates that supported costs
of credit cards and loans. Its fine
reached $203 million. Additionally,
all five banks agreed to undergo
three years of corporate probations
that, if agreed upon by the court,
would be overseen by the court and
its reporters.
Between 2007 and August 2012,
global trading volume on the FX
Spot Market sometimes exceeded
$500 billion a day, and the value of
exchange of currencies at the time
was valued at $2 trillion per day.
While other trades of this scale are
often heavily regulated, the foreign
exchange rates are susceptible to
manipulation due to the lack of
regulations that cover the exchange
rates.
The first four banks make up one
of “The Cartel,” and communicated
through electronic chats whose

sole existence aims at manipulating exchange rates and decreasing
competition from other traders.
This, in turn, led to large profits
that came directly from those who
invested in currency exchange.
Though this manipulation might
have been beneficial to the cartel,
other banks felt significant losses.
The fixes are set twice a day –
first through the European Central
Bank fix at 1:15 p.m., then through
the World Markets/Reuters fix at 4
p.m. The World Market/Reuters fix
might have been particularly vulnerable. As Investopedia explains,
the fix is determined on actual
transactions that take place 30 seconds before and after 4 p.m., totaling a minute. Since the exchange
rate is used for trillions of dollars
in investments, any profits that the
banks made would come directly
from the investors.
The group was able to manipulate the daily exchange rate fixes
through calculated trades around
the times when the two benchmark
rates were set.
“By agreeing not to buy or sell at
certain times, the traders protected
each other’s trading position by
withholding supply of or demand
for currency and suppressing competition in the FX Market,” the DOJ
press release states.
UBS’s main fault lies in deceptive foreign exchange trading despite signing the LIBOR non-prosecution agreement.
Part of the charges include undisclosed markups that were added
to some of the foreign exchange
transactions that some of the customers had. The bank’s staff would
hide the fact that the markups were
added while telling their clients
that they were not.
Additionally, one of UBS’s traders has been accused of contacting
other banks that traded on the currency exchange market, and using
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Employees of the major banks who took part in manipulating foreign exchange rates did so in online chat rooms.
the connections to restrain competition in trading of the U.S. dollar
and euros.
Less than a month before the
announcement, two other European banks, Deutsche Bank AG
and DB Group Services (UK), also
agreed to plead guilty to a fraud
that helped manipulate the LIBOR for over eight years. The two
settled on a total of $775 million in
criminal penalties.
“For years, employees at
Deutsche Bank illegally manipulated interest rates around the
globe … in the hopes of fraudulently moving the market to generate profits for their traders at the
expense of the bank’s counterparties,” Assistant Attorney General
Caldwell explained.

Furthermore, the bank admitted to working with other traders
in order to fix the exchange rates,
including UBS AG.
In his contribution to the announcement regarding the five
banks’ manipulation of the foreign exchange markets, Caldwell
promised that financial institutions
would be held accountable for
their actions.
“[We] will enforce the agreements that we enter into with corporations. If appropriate and proportional to the misconduct and
the company’s track record, we will
tear up an NPA or a DPA and prosecute the offering company.”
The Federal Reserve will also
impose its own fines on the five
banks, totaling over $1.6 billion.

Barclays is also said to face $1.3
billion in fines from U.S. and U.K.
regulators, including United Kingdom’s Financial Conduct Authority. Total fines by the five banks
stand at almost $9 billion.
“[I] want to be clear: the Department of Justice, under my watch,
will not hesitate to file criminal
charges for financial institutions
that reoffend,” Attorney General
Loretta Lynch stated in her recent
speech announcing the charges.
She then added, “And banks
that cannot or will not clean up
their act need to understand that
non-prosecution agreements and
deferred-prosecution agreements
carry very real consequences and
will be enforced.”

Comcast to buy Time Warner, following approval from the FCC
BY STEVEN WEINER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The cable giant Charter is trying to acquire Time Warner Cable
for the fourth time in the past three
years. They will reportedly close the
deal for roughly $56 billion by the
end of this year.
The most recent proposition by
Charter was made possible when
Comcast backed out of a similar
deal with Time Warner because of
resistance from regulators. Comcast CEO Brian Roberts praised
his rivals instead of trying to get
involved in the contract. He said,
“This deal makes all the sense in
the world. I would like to congratulate all the parties.” If this deal goes
through, Charter will be known as
“New Charter.”
Before contracts are signed and
money is traded, the merger must
be reviewed by the Federal Communications Commission to show
how it affects the general public.
Tom Wheeler, the FCC chairman, said, “The FCC reviews every
merger on its merits and determines whether it would be in the
public interest. In applying the
public interest test, an absence of
harm is not sufficient. The commission will look to see how American
consumers would benefit if the
deal were to be approved.”
According to the terms that
come along with finalizing the deal,
New Charter will offer investors
in Time Warner $195.71 for each
share in the company in a cashand-stock transaction.
Although the company is being
sold and is changing hands of leadership, Time Warner cable shareholders will still remain invested.
They will hold as much as 44 percent of the new entity, according to
a statement by Charter.
Charter currently has about 4.1
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Time Warner was formerly in a deal with Comcast, but the deal was due to regulatory issues concerning anti-trust laws.
million TV subscribers and 4.9 million broadband subscribers. The
completion of the deal will boost
New Charter TV subscribers to 17
million and 18.8 million broadband
subscribers. More consumers give
New Charter the initiative to provide
affordable cable and Internet.
The merger would form the
country’s second-largest cable operator behind Comcast and would
control a big portion of the cable
and internet markets.
This would consolidate some
of the industry under one service
provider, which has been long advocated by John Malone, Charter’s
biggest shareholder.

Cable companies are struggling
with a decline of video subscriptions as viewers are switching to
cheaper streaming options such as
Netflix, Amazon and Hulu.
A number of agreements are being made between different cable
providers as a way to come together
and tackle this problem.
As a larger company, New Charter will most likely be able to offer
better prices to consumers, allowing them to better compete with
streaming services.
Customers are worried about
the cable prices going up, but Charter CEO Tom Rutledge claims there
is nothing to worry about. He will

remain CEO if this merger happens
and says faster service will still be
offered at a cheaper price compared to Time Warner.
Currently, Time Warner offers 10 megabits per second for
$30 a month, while Charter offers
60 megabits per second for $60 a
month. Executives claim the fastness will be especially useful in
watching online videos and playing
games.
If New Charter becomes a nationally known powerhouse, it can
insist on better pricing for content
from cable networks and broadcasters. It can also negotiate certain digital rights for streaming

and on-demand video. Compelling
TV content and live sports will be
shown with the capability of being
viewed anywhere, wired or wireless.
Rutledge said in a statement
that these new services will be unlike anything ever seen. “Put simply, the scale of New Charter, along
with the combined talents we can
bring to bear, position us to deliver
a communications future that will
unleash the full power of the twoway, interactive cable network.”
A chance to take streaming to a
whole new level is also something
of a possibility. Instead of offering a
typical movie and TV show streaming service, there would be a national television streaming service.
Rutledge has said that he will be
open to all different ways of selling
the service. “I am not sure how the
services will evolve, whether they
will be sold in a big pack, a little
pack or individually,” he said. “As a
true pure play, we are open to all of
that.”
Besides the prices, there is the
concern of customer satisfaction
being adequate. Charter and Time
Warner Cable are near the bottom
in surveys that measure customer
service.
Rutledge blames the low quality
support on the outsourcing of jobs
to offshore calling centers, where
there could be a communication
barrier and a complaint going unnoticed. “We plan to use in-house
people to do service and transactions, and all that leads to higher
quality, which actually reduces
costs as you get better customer experiences,” he said.
Rutledge plans to bring customer service jobs back to the
United States in hopes of strengthening its subscriber base, but
only time will tell if New Charter
keeps its promises.
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Anxiety is the new depression among stressed college students
BY EDGAR LLIVISUPA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A popular saying thrown at
prospective college students is “a
person’s college years are the best
years of your life.” Yet the reality
is that a noticeable percentage of
students suffer from setbacks that
can diminish performance and
satisfaction during this important phase. Recently, anxiety has
taken over as the leading health
concern among college students.
Reasons for this include social
anxiety and the increasing demands placed on students by the
modern workforce.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
“Everyone ... experiences stress at
times.” Anxiety disorders include
phobias, irrational fears and social
anxiety during massive social gatherings. The organization goes on to
describe the signs of anxiety which
include: feelings of hopelessness,
pessimism, guilt, worthlessness,
loss of interest in activities or hobbies once pleasurable, fatigue, insomnia, overeating and persistent
aches and pains. Anxiety produces
a range of reactions in the body,
which is why it is so common for
Americans—and not just college
students—to suffer from this mental disorder.
In 2008, Lauren Iannotti wrote in
Marie Claire magazine that anxiety
is the most common mental illness
in the United States. Her findings
went on to declare that 28.8 percent
of all Americans—the highest level
in the world—will suffer from this
illness at one point in their lives.
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Anxiety is now the No. 1 mental disorder aﬄicting college students in light of mounting academic and career pressures.
College students are not the only
affected demographic. Increasing
national awareness of the harms
of this illness can be correlated
with the rising number of cases
reported nationally.
One factor contributing to the
rise of reported cases among college students is social anxiety. The
transition from high school to college can be rough for many. For
example, student population is
much greater at university than
in high school, and students may
find the large crowds intimidating.
According to niche.com, the largest public high school in New York
City is Brooklyn Technical High
School with approximately 5,300
students. This pales in comparison

to the forbes.com estimated population of Baruch College at 17,000
students.
Often times, high school students are grouped together in a
classroom setting to encourage
them to build relationships with
their peers and not feel overwhelmed by a large student body.
This is not the case in college,
where students choose their own
classes and not by a state standard as is often the case in high
school. Thus it can be intimidating for some students to meet new
people in a densely populated
campus. Baruch attempts to alleviate this problem with “blocks,”
which groups students together
across their first college semester

as they grow accustomed to their
new surroundings.
However, the success of the idea
is limited to the student’s own motivation to socialize. Approximately
half the country identifies themselves as introverts who find the
idea of meeting new people to be a
challenge. Most colleges encourage
students to “go outside their comfort zone” and attend huge rallies
and parties in order to network.
Introverts, however, may not
benefit from such settings. These
environments, which seemingly do
more good than harm, can cause
students who suffer from social
anxiety to experience panic attacks
and suffer even more. These anxieties do not include the monetary

pressure facing students. The average national tuition rate is approximately $15,000 per year for a public
school, according to the National
Center for Education Statistics for
the 2012-2013 academic year. According to US News, the national
average student loan debt for the
class of 2013 was $28,400. A student
has several options for handling
these costs, such as working parttime, which takes time away from
studying and can lead to a drop
in academic performance; applying and receiving for scholarships,
which often have performance
clauses that can lead to a loss of
student aid, and applying for loans
that often have high interest rates.
Another factor in the rise of
anxiety among college students
is the rising demands imposed by
modern hiring practices. The recent economic recession has made
it difficult for many degree holders
in fields such as law to find a job.
Students now face an added layer of anxiety in deciding their major,
at times torn between a major that
interests them and one that offers a
higher chance of employment. At
the same time, USA Today found
that about 21 million students were
enrolled in classes in 2014. In pursuing a popular major, a student
now must possess a special quality in order to stand out from the
rest of the graduates entering the
workforce. Those who feel overly
anxious are urged to consult with
a professional in an effort to subdue the potential harms of anxiety.
Many colleges have health clinics
with licensed professionals that are
ready to offer aid.

‘Yes means yes’ campaign to clarify what constitutes sexual assault
The movement, which began at Ohio State University, attempts to clearly and universally define what sexual assault means in the eyes of the law in all states
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Sexual violence victims are often dissuaded from coming forward.
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
STAFF WRITER

Sexual assault has finally been
accepted as a crime in the eyes
of the public and the law. The
progression of this debate continues to run parallel to the rise
of feminism.
The rise of sexual assault advocacy in social contexts across the
nation has given rise to the current
government implementation of
“assent policies” across secondary
higher educational institutions.
“My father, God rest his soul,
said the squeaky wheel gets the
grease. The system responds to
the people who make the noise
and to the people who make their
voices heard,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo
once said.
Columbia University in New

York has become the site for a national example of advocacy against
sexual assault. Emma Sulkowicz, a
Spring 2015 graduate from the university, vowed to carry a mattress
across campus every day until the
administration took further action
against her rapist.
The only action ever taken by
the university administration was
a disciplinary hearing. New developments in this case continue to be
introduced through interviews of
Paul Nungesser, the accused, and
Emma Sulkowicz, the accuser.
Despite the relationship status
between the accuser and the accused, Sulkowicz never explicitly or
verbally assented to the encounter.
Many such cases have been seen
across the nation. This is where the
purpose of the current legislation
changes comes in.

For a very long time, university
campuses across the nation have
had varying legislation in dealing
with cases of sexual assault, which
has become a culture throughout
university life and daily encounters. Other legal issues surrounding
sexual assault cases include its categorization as a breach of contract
instead of a violation of a civil right
or a criminal act.
However, these laws largely
agreed on placing the burden of
proof on the victim of the crime,
without providing a clear definition
of sexual assault itself. Furthermore, most case determinations
seek the existence of force and
nonconsensual action for sexual
assault.
Only in some states, such as
Pennsylvania, do laws not require
the existence of force for a nonconsensual act to be considered rape.
According to legislation adopted in
California last September, consent
requires “an affirmative, unambiguous, and conscious decision” by
both parties involved.
It further specifies that silence,
incapacitation due to drugs or alcohol and unconsciousness also
amount to nonconsensual interaction.
An explicit verbal “yes” must be
expressed by both parties for the
activity to not be determined sexual assault if brought to attention by
the victim.
This legislation is being implemented in all public colleges and
colleges receiving state funding
for students. In New York, Cuomo
is vying to extend this legislation
across all campuses in the state
after its current success across the
CUNY system.
The purpose of this legislation
is to encourage uniform practices
in dealing with sexual assault cases

by providing a clearer definition
of sexual assault. News of this legislation’s consideration in New
York came out in January this year;
however, the law has not yet been
passed. Chandrapaul Latchman,
a graduating senior and finance
and investments major at Baruch
College, stated, “I cannot believe
a legislation like this has not been
approved yet.”
There have been a number
of cases where universities have
swept these matters under the
rug to avoid unwanted publicity.
Their primary defense has been
that these are “private matters”
that should not be released to
the public.
However, this is one of the stigmas that feminists across the world
are fighting to defeat.
As Leslee Udwin, director of
India’s Daughter and the leader of
its subsequent feminist campaign,
said in conjunction with open
communication about and against
sexual violence: “For too long there
has been shame attached to this.
We must make men and women
understand that there is no shame
in reporting rape. [The word] “domestic” makes it a private matter
and it shouldn’t be. It is more than
that. It shouldn’t be hidden.”
On the topic of universities
deeming sexual assault a private
matter, Cuomo says that it is not
a private matter and the victim is
not complicit.
Katarzyna Harasim, a junior and
management major at Baruch said,
“The best thing the [victim] can do
is be more confident and assertive
[by either saying yes or saying no].”
In order to encourage victims to
come forward about sexual assault,
Cuomo has included a clause in the
bill granting amnesty for drug and
alcohol violations to the victim and

the option for the victim to bypass
campus authorities or the local police department and immediately
contact the state police department
with such cases.
The bill also requires universities to distribute a sexual “bill
of rights” and dispense required
training to campus administrators on the issue. Cuomo has
been working with advocates and
students to continue modifying
the bill so it can target the issue
more directly.
According to the governor, if
this bill passes in New York, it could
set a precedent for other states
to follow.
The current debate about this
legislation is whether both the accuser and the accused will receive
greater legal protection. Critics argue that this legislation places the
blame on the accused, which could
be misplaced in some cases.
Both Democrats and Republicans support the bill as it may
bring clearer and more uniform
standards for dealing with sexual
assault cases.
Chhavi Rishi, a senior and an
international business major at
Baruch said, “This bill could be received differently across different
age groups. However, I do think
that this legislation makes [case
analysis] much more clear and
eliminates a lot of the uncertainty
that they currently provide.”
The legislation has already been
passed in California and Connecticut and is being developed in
Pennsylvania and New York.
This event is slowly becoming
a critical element in today’s evolving definition of feminism and in
campaigns against sexual violence,
as states and universities swap
the “no means no” policy for “yes
means yes.”
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College parties promoted via social media spin out of control
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
STAFF WRITER

To ensure the successful and
lively outcome of any social event,
nightclubs and bars exploit the
use of social media to publicize
huge parties. However, with these
advantages come consequences, especially among the college
student population.
Every year in Keene, New
Hampshire, the Keene Pumpkin
Festival is held in the fall, attracting
thousands of visitors to this beautiful city. A tower of jack-o’-lanterns
has gleamed in the skies every year
for nearly 25 years, a beloved tradition. Last year’s weekend festivities
also encouraged “unruly college
parties” near Keene State College. Revelers set fires, tore street
signs from the grounds and threw
bottles and rocks at police officers, resulting in multiple injuries
and arrests.
With the advantages social media delivers, there is also the power
to document unacceptable behavior and have it go viral on the
Internet. Joshua De Leon, a junior
studying accounting at Baruch College, believes that social media is
itself just a tool and a “means of
communication that is inherently
neutral.” De Leon maintains that
it is about the man behind the gun
in terms of whether social media is
used for good or for evil.
“Regarding social media’s part
in [encouraging] inappropriate
behaviors at clubs, social media
is not the root of these problems.
Social media has the power to surface these problems but it also has
the power to fix them,” De Leon
added. “I feel that social media
is today’s most successful medium for promotion, awareness
and advertising.”
Social media can be an apt me-

dium for documenting wayward
behavior because the exposure creates accountability. Using social
media to fix the problem means
that the documentation of unacceptable behavior posted on the Internet can reach a large audience,
encourage awareness and elicit
the necessary actions to address
the issue.
“Clubs’ promotions through social media are not the direct cause
of outrageous behaviors, shootings and sexual assault. Rather, it
is overconsuming alcohol. Social
media promotions may indirectly
cause such over consumption.
However, I believe this solely rests
only on the individual’s responsibility when attending these events,”
De Leon shared.
On the other hand, David Li, a
senior majoring in corporate communications, believes that social
media gives promoters more accountability in regards to how
they publicize social events. “Even
though promoters cannot foresee
these incidents happening, tension
is usually elevated in these types
of atmospheres. It is unfortunate
that social media is being used as a
platform to promote violent activities such as shootings and sexual
assaults,” Li said.
However, the nightclubs that
employ the promoters are also held
accountable. Li suggested regulating the type of content that is
shared on the Internet to filter out
potentially provocative material. In
many ways, social media is an efficient method for people to spread
awareness, be it for a message that
is positive, negative or both. For
example, the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge by The Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis Association was a hugely
successful strategy and endorsed
by numerous celebrities.
When an out-of-hand party
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Nightclubs’ use of social media to promote parties causes them to become overly large, out of control and excessively boozy.
leads to rape, such as a particular gang rape incident in Florida,
which was documented with a
cell phone, many people find out
through social media. According to
a survey conducted in 2013 by the
Pew Research Center, about 30 percent of adults in the United States
get their news from Facebook.
“I am sure these numbers are
growing. Even though the events
are promoted on social media, it
is important to spread awareness
about what’s going on through
the same distribution channel.
People will be better informed
and make smart decisions,”
said Jun Hao, a senior and an
accounting major.
Many of these nightclubs’ promotions focus mostly on going with
the trendy and mainstream segment. These social events attract
clubbers, including the underage.
Andrew Mai, a junior and human

resources major, believes that when
underage partygoers attend social
events, it could cause problems. He
also shared that these social media groups are merely promoting
events and sharing documented
incidents to gain more attention for
their business. “Social media is not
a good way of documenting most
of these incidents because they do
not have enough information to be
unbiased. Most information that
they do give out is information that
would attract them more attention, therefore allowing that media
group to grow,” said Mai.
Despite the negativity caused by
the documentation of inappropriate scenes, Emily Szuto, a third year
psychology major, feels that social
media is indeed a good way for anything to be documented, whether it
is for promotions or letting the general public know about a bad turnout at an event. “A lot of people use

social media daily to catch up with
today’s news so it is the best way to
distribute information, locally or
nationally. These events were promoted through social media but
their intentions weren’t to promote
bad behavior. Their intentions were
to promote awareness about what
the event is about, and to attract
crowds for a good night out. I think
it is still appropriate to document
any occurrences,” Szuto added.
Social media is a platform for
anyone to post documentation
of appropriate or inappropriate
scenes. Incidents such as the college party in Keene are not the
only outcome when a social event
is promoted on the Internet. Documentation on social media can be
a dangerous, but also rewarding resource for everyone. It can be used
to alert others and as evidence for
authorities to bring justice to those
who were wronged.

Baruch student who took classes until age 90 passes away at 95
Ruth Ancona, a former Baruch student who recently passed away, gave up her education during World War II, returned to school in 1986 and took classes for 25 years

COURTESY OF BARUCH COLLEGE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

BY KINDRA COOPER
FEATURES EDITOR

“Lifelong learning” is a divisive
term that is bandied about by educators and misconstrued by undergraduates plowing through prerequisites. For the “adult learner” or
“mature student,” two terms used
to describe any degree-seeking
student above the age of 21, the
payoff is more than intellectual
fulfillment or career acceleration.
For the late Ruth Ancona, who took
non-degree courses at Baruch College until the age of 90, it meant
actualizing a dream waylaid by the
outbreak of World War II, when she
left college to work as an analyst
in the U.S. Labor Department that
was providing apprenticeships to
offset labor shortages at the time.
Ancona passed away peacefully
at home on Feb. 28, having attained
the age of 95 and the admiration of
the Baruch educators who taught

her. “She and her husband, Victor,
were part of the greatest generation, the people whose lives were
transformed by the second World
War,” said Professor Paula Berggren, a recent retiree who taught
Ancona while lecturing on Shakespeare and Renaissance literature
at Baruch for 44 years.
Ancona arrived at Baruch in the
summer of 1986 at the age of 66, selecting 1000 and 2000-level courses
in anthropology, sociology, history
and humanities-related disciplines
that appealed to her.
Ancona did not submit papers
or take examinations and never received a GPA. Rather, she sat in on
classes as a senior-citizen auditor,
as part of a program for those ages
65 and up who can receive tuition
discounts or waivers. With a family
and household to oversee, Ancona
consistently took just one course
per semester.
“The degree was forever out of

her life, but she was a highly cultured, educated woman and she
just wanted to study, so she sort of
made up for the degree she didn’t
get in spades,” Berggren said.
A native New Yorker and lover
of opera, Ancona had a knack for
learning and critical discussion. In
1985, she selected a history course
taught by Professor Myrna Chase,
then the director of Baruch’s firstever Feit Seminar. Endowed by
the late Charles Feit, these interdisciplinary courses are taught by
instructors from two different departments to examine themes and
issues from dual disciplines, such
as literature and theater or law
and philosophy.
Recognizing Ancona’s predilection for inquiry, Chase encouraged her to enroll in “Introduction
to Cultural Anthropology,” where
she flourished in a small, intimate
setting predicated on thoughtprovoking debate.
“So at that point she switches
from one and two thousand-level
courses and she then takes more
Feit Seminars than any other student,” said Berggren. “She was
retired, she had a family, but she
loved doing the reading and she
loved coming to the discussions [...]
and that sort of became her pattern
for the next 20 years,” recalled Berggren, who had Ancona as a student
when she went on to teach her
first Feit Seminar in 1991, a class
called “Shakespeare: From Page to
Stage,” in which students analyzed
the text of Othello from a literary
standpoint and then re-enacted
select scenes.
Berggren remembers being
“fascinated” by the perspective
of a student in her 70s and 80s as
an additive and enhancer—and
occasional
antithesis—to
the
younger students.

“She was very feisty,” Professor
Susan Locke recalled with a laugh.
“She had strong opinions, which
is refreshing in a classroom where
students are concerned about
whether they are going to get a
good grade on the test and wanting
to be sure where they stand relative
to the course. That was not important to her.”
Ancona cast her net of inquiry
wider over the years, taking psychology-based Feit Seminars such
as “Conflicting Identity” and “Reason and Value” and delving likewise into crime and thriller literary
works in “Modern Irish Writers”
and the entanglement of ethics and
litigation in “Political Philosophy.”
Acceptance into a Feit Seminar
is reserved for 20 students with a
minimum GPA of 3.4 and demonstrated credentials, with each session awarding three credits.
Classes tend to be discussionheavy and student-led, which is
why, as Locke pointed out, Ancona’s seasoned outlook was all the
more valuable.
“Sometimes, in being feisty, she
had no trouble putting a student in
their place if she thought a student
... was talking out of the side of their
mouth and it was something historical, and they had opinions but
they didn’t know the history,” said
Locke, who taught Ancona a number of times, including in a “Ghost
Dreams and Visions” Feit Seminar
in which students dissected dream

imagery in Shakespeare’s Hamlet
and post-traumatic stress disorder
in the context of World War II.
“She would make sure that they
knew that they didn’t have the right
to have an opinion if they weren’t
informed about the topic, which I
thought was really terrific.”
Postwar, Ancona worked as
a market researcher at Fairchild
Publications and then served as an
education volunteer at a school in
Greater Chinatown for children requiring language assistance, eventually becoming the director of the
New York City School Volunteer
Program (now Learning Leaders)
reading program at the school.
New York State is increasingly
recognizing the importance of continuing education for social mobility and the correlation between a
parent’s educational attainment
and that of their offspring, and offers incentives for retaining adult
learners holding down full-time
employment and family obligations, such as the Professional Development Fellowship.
“With so many undergraduates
thinking ‘I’m going to be out of
here in four years and my education’s behind me’, here Ruth was in
... showing that it never ends if you
don’t want it to,” Locke recalled.
Ancona took her last course at Baruch in Renaissance English Literature in 2009 at age 90, before deciding to stay home with her family.

“She was very feisty,” Professor Susan Locke recalled with
a laugh. “She had strong opinions, which is refreshing in a
classroom where students are concerned about whether they
are going to get a good grade ... That was not important to her.”
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The Whitney reopens in the heart of the Meatpacking District
BY AMANI JAMES
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR

From the High Line, its architecture creates a new horizon on the
West Side. With its unconventional
yet innovative design, it captivates
the very essence of what is known
as one of the most influential museums on the East Coast. The Whitney Museum of American Art has
enchanted the world over the last
100 years, providing artists of all
types the opportunity to showcase
the very talents that make us the
most creative species on Earth.
With a new location in the heart of
the Meatpacking District, the Whitney is reflecting a shift within the
world of art, and its place in society.
Designed by architect Renzo
Piano, the Whitney is nestled between the Hudson River and the
High Line, creating an artful atmosphere with the Fashion Institute of
Technology and many New Yorkers’ favorite art galleries only blocks
away in Chelsea.
Its eye-catching outer shell is
constructed out of a combination of industrial materials and
glass. With a glass wall facing the
High Line, the Whitney provides
a breathtaking view of a growing
neighborhood through its glass
walls while providing a breathtaking view of the Hudson River on its
ground floor.
On the west, the Whitney faces
the Hudson River, providing an unorthodox image of a box full of surprises on its exterior and imitating
the heavy rustic scenery that makes
Chelsea the ideal family-loving
neighborhood. However, its eccen-

tric structure provides a modern
touch to the city by creating a landmark that can never be duplicated.
The Whitney continues to push the
city into the future with its architectural glory, much like One World
Trade Center in Lower Manhattan.
No longer does the art within the
walls of the Whitney hold its glory;
its very walls are artistic.
When one reaches the Whitney’s oversized entrance on Gansevoort Street, he quickly becomes
part of the museum’s artistic energy as he relishes the space in
front of him. The Whitney now
has a plaza of 8,500 square feet,
an addition to the city’s numerous
public gathering spaces. With approximately 50,000 square feet of
indoor galleries as well as 13,000
square feet of outdoor exhibition
space and terrace, the building
is able to accommodate all of the
Whitney’s collections.
“The design for the new museum emerges equally from close
study of the Whitney’s needs and
from a response to the remarkable
new site. We wanted to draw vitality and at the same time enhance its
rich character,” said Piano, according to the museum’s website.
The Whitney’s new lobby serves
as a public exhibition space open
to all. The two floors above it house
the museum’s permanent collections, and the top floor is reserved
for the special exhibitions.
One of the most exciting and
beneficial additions to the Whitney is its Laurie M. Tisch Education
Center. This center includes stateof-the-art classrooms, a conservation lab, a library reading room and

a Works on Paper Study Center. The
education center is also home to
the museum’s multi-use theater,
built to seat 170 people, and a black
box theater for film, video and performance.
With the presence of Flora
Miller Biddle, a Whitney heiress,
as honorary chairman on the museum’s board of trustees, the Whitney has gained the opportunity to
cultivate the image that Gertrude
Vanderbilt Whitney envisioned
when she opened her private art

club in 1930. After years, the remaining four generations of Whitney women will get the chance to
be part of the creative expression
of hundreds of artists.
With the legacy of her father,
Cornelius Vanderbilt, and her
husband’s wealth at her disposal,
Whitney introduced the city to a
new way of thinking. Unlike others
who have founded museums, she
was more than an admirer of art.
She was an artist herself, taking
courses at the Art Student League

of New York before establishing her own studio in Greenwich
Village in 1907.
Her understanding and love
for art provided her with the opportunity to commission large
pieces. One of her most famous
commissioned pieces is Washington D.C.’s Titanic Memorial statue.
After opening the Whitney Studio
on Eighth Street, the Whitney Museum grew from a private gallery
to the publicly institutionalized
museum that it is today.
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The Whitney Museum artistically utilizes all its space as illustrated by its staircase illuminated by dangling lights.

Slash, Guns N’ Roses guitar legend, brings back the classics for tour
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

It has been almost 20 years
since guitarist Saul Hudson,
known by his stage name Slash, left
Guns N’ Roses, the Los Angelesbased hard rock band that would
launch his ascension to the realm
of guitar legends alongside Eric
Clapton, Jimmy Page and Eddie
Van Halen.
In the years after his departure,
Slash has taken part in a couple
of super groups, such as Slash’s
Snakepit and Velvet Revolver,
before finally releasing a solo album in 2010. And in the process,
he managed to completely escape the shadow of his old band.
Slash continues to prove this with
the October release of his third
solo album.
As to be expected, the album
is being promoted with a lengthy
world tour, which began with him
and The Conspirators featuring
Myles Kennedy as the opening act
for Aerosmith. Next, Slash and his
backing band will head to Europe
in the summer to perform a series
of festival dates, and a brief second
North American leg will follow to
wrap up his tour, barring no new
dates are added.
During one particular show of
the current tour, Unlocking the
Truth, an up-and-coming, threepiece heavy metal band from
Brooklyn, had an exclusive opening performance. Also exclusive to
this particular gig was a surprise
appearance by The Voice’s Kimberly Nichole, who joined the band
in a rousing cover of Jimi Hendrix’s
“Hey Joe.”
Since Slash started recording
and touring as a solo artist, he has
put together an impeccable lineup
for the backing band he is currently
touring with, The Conspirators.
While one would expect the group

to sound like a cheap attempt at
mimicking the classic Guns N’
Roses sound, the final result manages to capture the classic Guns
vibe even more so than the current
iteration of the infamous band.
Fronting The Conspirators is
Myles Kennedy. As both a vocalist
and a frontman, Kennedy adds an
aura of familiarity plus something
completely different. His vocals on
the Slash tracks will remind listeners of his work with Alter Bridge,
while his covers of Guns N’ Roses
songs come off as fresh and new,
rather than a hacked cover version.
An argument could be made that
he sounds just as good if not better
than Guns’ notorious and vitriolic
frontman Axl Rose.
Reprising their instrumental
duties from World on Fire is Brent

Fitz on drums and percussion and
Todd Kerns on bass guitar. As a
drummer, Fitz’s playing style is
largely based on the classic Guns
drummer Steven Adler as he makes
an admirable attempt at bringing
a classic groove to both the classic
tracks and new cuts. While he may
not be Duff McKagan, Kerns’ bass
playing complements Fitz’s drums
perfectly. The biggest surprise that
Kerns offers is his lead vocals. He
takes over the microphone for
a couple of tracks that Kennedy
could not do justice to, and Kerns’
vocal performances stand out as
something special.
Exclusive to the touring band
is Frank Sidoris on rhythm guitar.
His onstage chemistry with Slash
resembles the connection between
Sidoris and classic Guns rhythm

guitarist Izzy Stradlin.
The main shows of the World
on Fire tour feature Slash performing 25 years’ worth of hard rocking
music from not only his first three
solo albums but also from two of
his previous bands’ albums: Velvet Revolver and Guns N’ Roses.
Although most of the set lists have
been comprised of material from
the solo albums, they also include
six tracks from the new album, the
stand-out new track being “Beneath the Savage Sun.”
Introduced by Kennedy as an
anti-hunting anthem, which is
Slash’s trademarked guitar style,
coupled with Kennedy’s thoughtprovoking lyrics and intense vocals,
the resulting piece is a song that
will stick with listeners long after
they leave the venue.
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Guns N’ Roses claimed a total of 7 Grammys and were nominated for 13 during Slash’s time as lead guitarist in the group.

Several popular tracks from
Slash’s Guns N’ Roses days, of
course, wound up on the set list.
Of the seven tracks to make the cut,
five of them came from the band’s
legendary 1987 debut album, Appetite for Destruction, with the other
two songs pulled from 1991’s Use
Your Illusion double album. The
Appetite tracks seem to garner the
loudest applause from the audience, with the crowd going completely insane when Slash played
the legendary opening riff to that
album’s opening song, “Welcome
to the Jungle”.
The real highlight of the show
came not from the performance of
a new song, but from an existing
classic, Appetite for Destruction’s
closing track, “Rocket Queen.”
What makes this particular version
stick out from any other live performance of the song was the guitar
solo in the bridge.
The original was already guitar-shredding gold, but this new
live solo allows audiences to see
Slash taking it to an entirely different level altogether. Without so
much as slowing down or showing a single sign of fatigue, he plays
the main solo for up to 20 minutes,
getting quicker and more aggressive as the song progresses. Slash’s
method of soloing really is inspired from both Led Zeppelin and
Van Halen.
As far as rock concerts go this
summer, Slash and The Conspirators featuring Myles Kennedy have
started the season off with a massive bang, as only those two could
do. And for those who will not be
able to make it to any of the shows
on the North American leg of the
tour, they can take some consolation with the news that Slash
will be releasing a live album on
June 15 that documents an entire concert from the World on
Fire tour.
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Brooklyn-based boutique opens pop-up on Governors Island
BY DAMLA BEK
EDITORINCHIEF

As New Yorkers brace themselves for another hot summer in
the city, they seek refuge on the
greenery of Governors Island: a
15-minute ferry ride from lower
Manhattan. Though it affords impeccable views of the skyline, the
island feels isolated from the hustle and bustle of city life, offering
visitors myriad things to do, from
cycling to picnicking to shopping.
As Governors Island opened to
the public for the season on May
23, so too did Better Than Jam
pop-up shop.
Better Than Jam is a cutesy boutique based in Bushwick, Brooklyn. This is Better Than Jam’s fifth
year on Governors Island, but this
time around, the pop-up is being

housed in a new location: building
410A on the historic Colonels’ Row,
where high-ranking officers lived
during notable American wars. The
brownstone is located on the north
side of Governors Island. Fittingly,
Civil War reenactments happen in
the field just across the way.
Both the island and the popup will remain open to visitors
through Sept. 27. Better Than Jam
is open for business on Mondays
and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
on Saturdays and Sundays, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
The boutique is an artistic collective that plays host to over 40
local artists, crafters and designers.
All the items sold are handmade
and high-quality. The pop-up will
also offer free workshops every Saturday until the end of the season.
The designers themselves, giving

visitors insight into their unique artistic processes, teach these workshops, which can range from garment transformation to painting on
silk to dying fabric.
The pop-up is, essentially, a
more compact version of the permanent storefront. Outside on the
lawn there are racks of dresses on
sale, all designed by the owner of
Better Than Jam herself, Karin Persan. According to the store’s website, “[Persan’s] goal is to create one
of a kind pieces that will flatter the
body comfortably and can also be
seen as art. She has developed a
method of pattern printing that is
random and yet controlled, so that
every piece is individual.”
Other designers featured at
the boutique include Ministry of
Culture, LolaFalk, Faune Yerby,
J. Topolski and Maya Stein. The
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Based in Bushwick, Brooklyn, Better Than Jam provides customers the opportunity to buy handmade products year-round.

full list is available on betterthanjamnyc.com.Out on the porch,
there are more racks of dresses,
scarves and lightweight parkas,
a full-length mirror for those trying things on and a big welcoming
sign. The inside offers a larger variety of products from greeting cards
and prints to jewelry to decorative
throw pillows.
Many of the products are Governors Island- or New York Citythemed, with baby bibs boasting
of a love for Brooklyn. Considering
that all of the products are handmade, the prices are fair, though
those customers pinching pennies may have a less successful
shopping trip.
Many of Persan’s dresses, for
example, are initially priced at
$98, and on sale they are reduced
to $45. That being said, they are

Both the island and the popup will remain open to
visitors through Sept. 27.
Better Than Jam is open for
bussiness on Mondays and
Fridays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and on Saturdays and Sundays
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The boutique is an artistic
collective that plays host to
over 40 local artists, crafters
and designers. All the items
sold are handmade
and high-quality.

beautiful. The fabric is sturdy and
will not wear out after a few washes
while the designs themselves are
eye-catching.
Illustrative prints are sold at
$15-$20. They are all drawn and
printed by one My Zoetrope, whose
work is worth checking out regardless of price. Each print is cute and
colorful in its own way, and many
feature little critters, perfect for
children or quirky adults. My Zoetrope also sells her greeting card
line with Better Than Jam.
Each card is $6 and offers more
charming illustrations from the artist. Vanessa Lee of ResetReality designed a line of bird-themed greeting cards sold at the same price,
specifically for the pop-up. Each
bird featured on the front flap of
every card is of a species native to
Governors Island.
In addition to pricing, however,
the clothing sold at Better Than Jam
does not seem to cater to customers who need bigger sizes. Handmade clothing, though uniform
in size, does not always abide by
standard measurements. Thankfully, however, the pop-up does
have a small fitting room on-site.
Better Than Jam promotes a cloyingly sweet aesthetic, and there are
countless New Yorkers who will eat
it right up.
According to a press release, “In
coming to Governors Island, Better
Than Jam hopes to create context
around artisanal processes and
inspiration. Better Than Jam’s gift
shop will complement and add to
the island’s growing popularity,
allowing visitors to take home a
tangible memento from their Governors Island visit—a souvenir that
was designed and crafted nearby
with the island in mind.”
Certainly visitors to Governors Island will be charmed by
everything Better Than Jam has
to offer.
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CD Projekt RED’s Witcher 3 creates a new standard for RPGs
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ & JOSEPH
ESPOSITO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR AND BUSINESS
EDITOR

The release of The Witcher 3
came after numerous delays, but
the result seemed more than satisfactory with many members of the
gaming community already calling
it the RPG of the year.
The Witcher 3 is a game that
follows the story of Geralt of Rivia,
a witcher who kills supernatural monsters for money. Having
experienced memory loss in the
previous installments of the game,
he goes on a journey to find Yennefer, a sorceress as well as his love
interest from years back.
It is a game that has truly been
crafted as a detailed, creative work.
In the foreword to the game’s official strategy guide, Adam Badowski, managing director of CD
Projekt RED, recalls listening to one
of the game’s design artists talking
about how she role-played the NPC
whose tavern she was designing.
Badowski referred to this artistic
and personal attention to detail as
“ingredient X” in the game’s strategy guide. He believes that ingredient X is “[R]eal human emotion
and a truly epic level of personal
engagement,” which can be seen
throughout the game.
The combat difficulty is much
lower than in the previous installments. Seasoned gamers might
compare the “normal” setting in
the game to the easy mode in The
Witcher 2: Assassins of Kings. For
those who are unfamiliar with the
game, the genre, or simply wish to

play it for its storyline, the easy setting would be the way to go.
A major improvement to the
game is the new level indicator for
quests and monsters. If Geralt’s
level is too low when compared to
a quest in the main storyline, the
player might choose to hunt or pick
up a side quest to boost his level
and skills.
Side quests are an important
aspect of the game. While the main
story provides more than enough
content to satisfy the players, writers for The Witcher 3 created an
ample supply of side quests, ranging from dueling a challenger who
stops you on the road to tracking
down criminals who have wronged
others and deciding their fate.
The latter type provides a feeling of depth to the world of The
Witcher 3. Geralt, while still dealing with his own personal matters,
is surrounded by a world full of real
characters with problems of their
own. The player has the choice to
either ignore this complex world
around them or engage it, giving the game a very dynamic and
human sense.
The combat system is also much
smoother than the previous installments of the game series. This
becomes especially helpful for PC
gamers, whose hit and parry buttons are now located on the mouse.
The fluidity of the dodging and rolling options becomes clear when
Geralt has to face the griffin early in
the game.
The griffin is the first major
beast Geralt must defeat in order
to advance the storyline. While the
battle is not too difficult, the player
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The Witcher 3 has been widely praised for realistic gameplay and stunning graphics on PCs and consoles.
will be quick to realize the value of
integrating all of Geralt’s combat
skills, including dodging and rolling, which provide for the most
natural feel to the combat system.
Easy-to-defeat foes, like the ghouls
the player may stumble upon while
simply walking down a road, can
usually be killed with the “button
mashing” strategy. The griffin, on
the other hand, requires more defensive skills, giving the battle a real
feeling of danger.
An interesting addition to the
game is its crowd interaction as
Geralt is no longer detached from
those around him. Galloping into
a village on horseback will often
result in the villagers stepping away
from the protagonist in fear, while
running over someone may result
in rude remarks. Another notable

Nosema ceranae may cause bee decline

crowd feature is the realistic dialogue that occurs among NPCs in
the game. Defeat the Bloody Baron’s henchmen at the crossroads
and the guards will soon begin
talking about the battle in dialogue
that can be overheard by the player
when he passes them.
The graphics on the PC version
of the game are stunning, and the
latest patches allow the player to
switch key bindings. Though graphics modifications are still not available to a wider extent, several game
modifications available online, including improved saddlebags and
an easier sign-casting system.
The appearance of the game
on Xbox One and PlayStation 4 is
also impressive. Though console
gamers are unable to modify their
graphics, they are still given a game

Space X gains popularity

BY HASIN ISHRAQUE

BY AANCHAL SOMANI

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

STAFF WRITER

Since the mid-2000s, global bee
populations have faced steady declines. While scientists have yet to
define an exact cause, the general
consensus is that there are multiple
elements at play. Reasons range
from loss of natural habitat to overcompetition caused by hyper-aggressive species of bees to parasites
like mites, ticks and fungi.
A recent study published in the
scientific journal PLOS ONE outlined the role that a fungs called
Nosema ceranae may play with the
devastation of global bee populations with regards to their young.
N. ceranae, is a single-celled microscopic fungal spore. The fungus
is in large part linked to the destabilization of bee colonies, resulting
in colony collapse disorder. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture describes CCD as the phenomenon
when a bee colony is abandoned
by all of its drone and worker
bees, leaving only ample supplies
of food and honey, usually a live
queen and larvae.
The exact effects of N. ceranae
on honeybees are debated, though
several common traits have been
noted. The most significant result is
its ability to shorten the lifespan of
its hosts by reducing the amount of
energy that honeybees have; thus,
when worker bees go out to forage,
they often die outside of the colony.
N. ceranae has also been shown
to gradually afflict the navigational
skills of honeybees, once again
preventing foraging bees from
returning home. It also causes
the sexual cells of hive queens to
degenerate, thus stifling colony
population growth.
To test the effects of N. ceranae
on larvae, researchers injected different dosages of the fungal spore
into larvae of the western honey
bee. There were a total of four

Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, also known as
SpaceX, has gained fame as the
Apple of space transport services.
Headquartered in Hawthorne,
California, and headed by Elon
Musk, founder of PayPal and
Tesla Motors, SpaceX has recently been certified by the U.S. Air
Force for national security-cleared
launches into space.
Three years ago, SpaceX became the first privately owned
company to successfully launch
a carrier into space aboard the
International
Space
Station.
This carrier was the first of many
“Dragon” spacecrafts that carry
out cargo resupply missions to
the ISS. The company’s seventh
Dragon is preparing for launch on
June 26 after the sixth safe landing
on May 21, 155 miles southwest
of California’s coast. The numbers exclude SpaceX Dragon’s
inaugural flight in 2012.
Following protocol, the landed
Dragon has been retrieved from
the ocean by recovery boats and
brought to shore. It is being transported to McGregor, Texas, where
the cargo coming back from the
space station will be removed,
and the capsule will be inspected.
Information-sensitive cargo is
included in the capsule, such as
samples and results of space-aging
experiments that are being conducted by the astronauts aboard
the ISS. This information can be
used in the search to improve and
assess changes in human health
due to environmental differences,
aging or illness. This is becoming
increasingly important as space
agencies consider longer-duration
manned exploration missions.
The use of SpaceX Dragons is
becoming more popular among
nations as their own space freight
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Nosema ceranae can signiﬁcantly decrease the lifespan of honeybees.
different categories, with two experimental groups and two control groups. The two experimental
groups, 10K and 40K, received
10,000 and 40,000 N. ceranae
spores, respectively. In the control
groups, the 10K Autoclave group
received a 10,000 spore dosage,
with the dosage itself completely
sterilized. The remaining control
group remained unexposed to
the fungus. The volume of spores
present within the larvae was then
monitored over the different stages
of their lives.
At the larval stage, 55 percent
of the 10K group and 65 percent
of the 40K group were positive for
N. ceranae spore presence. Of the
control groups, only 1.4 percent of
both groups combined were positive for N. ceranae presence.
In adulthood, 75 percent of
honeybees from all groups died
within 18 days. However, honeybees in the 40K group were found
to die 28 percent earlier than those
in the control groups. This likely
stems from the greater exposure to
N. ceranae at the larval stage, not
to mention that adult bees are still
fully capable of spreading the fun-

gus. In fact, early exposure meant
a very large concentration of the
fungus later in life. Oddly enough,
the honeybees of the 10K group
had a higher concentration of fungi at the end of their lifespans than
those of the 40K group.The study
has been able to establish that the
fungus is not limited in its infection to adults; it can infect larvae.
Infected worker bees, responsible for caring for and providing
nutrition to the young larvae, can
spread the fungus to the young
when feeding. Nonetheless, scientific evidence points to fecal matter
as the primary source of N. ceranae
transmission among adults
The agricultural industry, scientific community and news organizations have all expressed why
honeybees are so vital for sustenance. Several forms of agriculture
are dependent upon honeybees
for pollination, with the declining bee populations negatively
affecting agricultural output. As
detailed in a Cornell University
study published in PLOS One,
honeybee pollination contributes to $12.4 billion worth of U.S.
agricultural output.

that is stunningly realistic in its
base form. Ambient lighting in the
game is extremely dynamic. When
the player’s third-person camera
view is positioned at certain angles,
depending on the time of day in
the game, there will be a realisticlooking glare from the sun. This
phenomenon is most noticeable at
dawn and dusk. Trees that realistically blow in the wind and villages
filled with detailed houses and taverns all add to a very real-looking
world players can explore.
Those who wish to play the
game without playing the previous installments will not be at a
loss. Though the gameplay is a
direct follow-up to Witcher 2, it
does a good job explaining all of
its references to earlier events in
Geralt’s life.

carriers show comparatively little promise. On May 8 a Russian
cargo freighter called Proton-M
unceremoniously dropped back
to Earth before it was able to reach
ISS. Russian mission controllers reportedly lost control of the
unmanned spacecraft during its
flight to the space station.
Increased use of SpaceX Dragons is also attributed to the formation of contracts, including a
$1.6 billion contract with NASA to
deliver 20,000 kilograms of cargo
to the ISS via a dozen Dragon
cargo resupply missions. This contract is scheduled for completion
in 2016.
Until recently, national security
launch contracts were extremely
expensive due to the launch monopoly created by the United
Launch Alliance, a joint venture
between Boeing and Lockheed
Martin. As of May 26, the U.S. Air
Force certified SpaceX to launch
national security satellites to space
on SpaceX Falcon 9 rockets. While
the U.S. Air Force’s main goal is
to improve Falcon 9’s booster, the
introduction of launch competition in awarding military mission
launch contracts may decrease
contract prices as scale increases.
Further decreased dependency on
ULA for national security launch
missions decreases the risk for nations involved as the launch company experiences turbulence.
According to the Secretary
of the Air Force Deborah Lee
James, “[L]everaging the commercial space market [provided
by SpaceX] drives down cost to the
American taxpayer and improves
our military’s resiliency.”
This certification is the result
of a two-year review for the safety,
security and ability that the corporation can provide when working
with and launching expensive U.S.
national security mission satellites
into orbit.
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Mindfulness therapy provides a longer solution to depression
BY SIBELY ANAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Researchers in the United Kingdom have found that mindfulnessbased cognitive therapy is just as
effective as antidepressants in preventing depression relapses.
The study, published in The
Lancet, an English peer-reviewed
medical journal, reports that the
current regimen for those treating depression is to routinely take
antidepressants, the most popular
form of treatment offered by primary care, for at least two years.
This is a recommendation offered by the United Kingdom’s
National Institute for Health and
Care Excellence.
Research has shown that those
who stay on these drugs can significantly reduce the risk of relapse
over the course of their lives. However, the problem this presents is
one of dependence.
Patients seek long-term protection against relapse that depends
less on medication and more on
their own capabilities, and antidepressant medication is only effective for as long as it is taken. The
key here is the long-term potential
of the treatment. A drug will only
last so long, while the psychosocial
skills developed by a person will
help them forever.
This is where mindfulness therapy comes into play. It is a psychosocial therapy that strikes down
the notion of continual usage of
antidepressants, the side effects
of which range from insomnia to
loss of sexual desire. Patients who
have tried and tested these products are a testament to the need for
an alternative.
According to the World Health
Organization, depression is an illness that is common worldwide,
affecting almost 350 million people. It can arise from a multitude of
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The relapse rates for the antidepressant and therapy groups were 47 percent and 44 percent, respectively.
social, psychological and biological factors and can in turn cause
the sort of stress and dysfunction
that can worsen a person’s quality
of life, thereby making depression
worse: a vicious cycle.
“Depression is a recurrent disorder. Without ongoing treatment,
as many as four out of five people
with depression relapse at some
point,” informed Willem Kuyken,
lead author of the study in The Lancet and a professor of clinical psychology at Oxford University.
The experiment was conducted
on 424 adults who had recurrent
major depression, meaning that
they had relapsed three or four
times since diagnosis and were
on antidepressant regimens. They
were randomly assigned to one
of two groups: they would either

continue to undergo antidepressant treatment or be put through
an eight-week mindfulness-based
cognitive therapy course.
The study found that the relapse
rates were similar in both study
groups: 44 percent in the therapy
group and 47 percent in the antidepressant group.
Co-author of the study, Richard
Byng from the Plymouth University Peninsula Schools of Medicine
and Dentistry, reminded, “There
are many people who, for a number of different reasons, are unable
to keep on a course of medication
for depression.
Moreover, many people do not
wish to remain on medication for
indefinite periods, or cannot tolerate its side effects.”
Mindfulness therapy gives these

patients an alternative that allows
them to take charge rather than
simply be sedated. Since the study
shows that there is not much of a
difference between the two choices in regard to their success rates,
therapy may be the more desirable
choice to make.
The therapy is designed to help
depression patients learn how to
prevent the recurrence of their
depression without dependence
on antidepressants.
According to the study, the therapy is derived from mindfulnessbased stress reduction and cognitive-behavioral therapy. In the
program, patients learn to adapt to
the thoughts and feelings they associate with their depressive states
through mindfulness practices and
become more aware of their bodily

sensations and feelings in relation
to these episodes.
It builds on the idea that people
who suffer from depression are
especially susceptible to negative thinking during periods of
feeling particularly down. They
tend to focus on past problems
and unpleasant memories that
have the potential to lead to a relapse. This is where changing the
way a mind processes thoughts
is helpful.
Patients cannot simply depend on a drug to help them
through these times. They need to
change the way they process their
thoughts and emotions in order
to create a better life and mindset
for themselves and that requires
special training.
To assess the effectiveness of the
mindfulness therapy in comparison to antidepressants, researchers gauged statistics like number of
depression-free days, quality of life
and residual depressive symptoms.
It is important to note that
antidepressants are prescribed
for moderate to severe depression, which makes someone suffering from mild depression less
likely to be offered this reprieve.
This is where the mindfulness
therapy is particularly helpful.
Those with mild depression have a
form of treatment without relying
on medication.
While the study does not try to
say that the therapy is more effective than antidepressants, it offers
an alternative, more holistic approach to an illness. An equally
effective treatment, it fights to
prevent recurrences while maintaining quality of life. It offers the
millions of patients who suffer
from depression a choice in their
treatment, presenting them with
a way of dealing with their symptoms in the event of a relapse
or recurrence.
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Men’s soccer team poises itself for a highly anticipated season
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The Bearcats will also look to
improve their mediocre, fourth
place finish in last year’s regular
season after going 4-2-2 against
CUNYAC opponents.
Key players like Rashid Allah
Morad and Danny Goldberg, who
was last year’s CUNYAC tournament MVP, will be returning for
their senior years, and the team
will depend on their leadership
throughout the season.
In a post-game interview after
the championship match, Goldberg said, “Baruch has a different
mentality than most teams. We’re
a team always on the field and off
the field, and I think that’s what really carried over. It’s not just me, it’s
everybody else on the team. They
make it easier for me, honestly.”
Goldberg was crucial in the
Bearcats’ championship run, recording five assists on six Bearcat
goals in the tournament. Baruch
handed Brooklyn College their second loss in the last three years. The
first one came in the 2012 championship match, which followed a
season where Baruch and Brooklyn finished first and second, respectively, in the conference standings. It was a narrow victory for
the Bearcats, who were ahead 1-0
heading into halftime after an early goal—only 11 minutes into the
game—by Charles McConnell. The
Bulldogs tried to match early score,
but the Bearcats’ defense was able
to hold-off an aggressive offensive
attack and prevented the Bulldogs
from finding the back of the net.
The Bulldogs also shut down
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After a strong performance in last year’s tournament, Danny Goldberg looks to take the next step as the Bearcats’ captain.
the Bearcats’ offense in the second
half of the game and did not allow
them to build their lead. It was a
hard-fought battle in a tough environment, but the Bearcats finished
with the impressive victory.
Head coach Ranford Champagnie has had a tremendous impact
on the Baruch men’s soccer team
the last few years and will continue
to do so as he returns for his 11th
season as coach. The Bearcats will
lose senior players Urim Bibovic,
co-captain Helder Correla, Armando Aguilar, 2014 CUNYAC Preseason Player of the Year and First
Team All-Star Kevin Romero, Dovlet Bayryyev, Constantinos Mele-

ties, Tal Elimelech and Peter DiBona. Most of these players have been
on the team for multiple years, and
their experience led the Bearcats to
several successful seasons.
McConnell,
who
recently
earned the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference Metro Second
Team All-Star honor, will be ready
to take the next step in leading the
Bearcats. McConnell played 1,456
minutes through 17 games last season and was a force whenever he
was on the field. William Rosales is
a rising player who played his first
season on the team last year and
scored the most goals by any player
on the team. Rosales finished his

incredible season with seven goals,
including the team’s second goal
in the 3-1 CUNYAC semifinal win
over the College of Staten Island.
Edward Humphreys has been on
the team since his freshman year
and will also return for his fourth
season as midfielder and forward.
Humphreys scored a total of five
goals last season and also scored in
the semifinal match to seal the deal
against the Dolphins.
The schedule for the 2015 season is currently available and has
the Bearcats set to face the Rams
of Farmingdale State in their season opener on Sept. 2. In last year’s
matchup between the two teams,

the Bearcats edged out the Rams
3-1 for their first victory of the season. Baruch will play against its first
CUNYAC team against the Dolphins of the College of Staten Island
on Sept. 19. The Dolphins were the
regular season champions last year,
finishing with the conference’s best
record, 6-1-1. With younger stars
like Nermin Kurtesi and Ruben
Diaz on the rise, the Dolphins are
going to be a tough challenge for
the Bearcats next season. The sophomores were also awarded ECAC
Metro Second Team All-Stars for
their vital role in the the Dolphin’s
defense last season.
The Bulldogs are also another
big rival the Bearcats will have to
worry about if they want to dominate the conference. The two time
champions will be ready to avenge
their second straight upset to the
Bearcats whent the two teams face
off on Saturday, October 10. Head
coach Champaganie spoke of the
Bulldogs after last year’s championship victory over them. “Baruch
and Brooklyn is always a phenomenal matchup because they are
quality all the way around from the
players to the school itself. With
them it’s always a battle. They come
prepared and they’re good players.”
Over the years, the Bearcats
have established quite a successful tradition, and it is no doubt
the expectations grow each year.
Coaches, players and many fans are
eager for the season to start as only
a few months remain before the
first whistle. The offseason training has only just begun, but Baruch
seems to be the favorite for this
fall’s season.

Stamkos and Bolts overcome adversity to take on Hawks in finals
BY STEPHEN ELLIOTT
COPY EDITOR

Hockey fans could not have
asked for a better matchup for
the Stanley Cup than the Chicago
Blackhawks and the Tampa Bay
Lightning. Both rode in the shadow
of their conference’s respective
leaders, the Anaheim Ducks and
the New York Rangers, and both
sent those powerhouses to the golf
course with grit, skill and heart.
Between the pipes on one end
are the Hawks, the perennial contenders, who look to raise their
third cup since 2009 and their sixth
overall. On the other side of the ice,
the Bolts hunt their second cup
ever since their founding in 1992.
Both teams faced considerable
adversity throughout the playoffs,
taking down the best of the best in
either conference.
The Hawks dethroned the Nashville Predators, who despite their
offseason slump still packed firepower in the phenom Filip Forsberg and the Vezina candidate
Pekka Rinne. They then went on
to sweep the Minnesota Wild, dismantling the believed-to-be impregnable Devan Dubnyk. Finally,
the Hawks hunted down the Ducks
and their incomparable offense
of Corey Perry, Ryan Getzlaf and
Ryan Kesler.
With three overtime games, one
of which went to double overtime,
and another which went to triple
overtime, the series was more a
battle of heart and tenacity than
anything else. With strong play
from their superstars Jonathan
Toews, Patrick Kane and Duncan
Keith, the Hawks overcame the onslaught of the Ducks with a slew of
late-game heroics.
The Bolts, on the other hand, put
down the battle-hardened Detroit
Red Wings in seven, the enduring
Montreal Canadiens in six and the

Presidents Trophy-winning New
York Rangers in seven.
Though the first two series
posed significant challenges to
the Lightning, they performed as
expected, beating two teams with
depleted rosters. The series with
the Rangers, however, solidified
the Bolts as an unstoppable force
to be reckoned with, stamping-out
high hopes in New York with a slick
skate blade.
The Lightning poked holes in
the Rangers solid defensive core,
and pressured their high-octane offense into the boards to keep them
from unloading onto their goaltender, Ben Bishop.
Though the Rangers battled
back time and time again, despite
two games in which Henrik Lundqvist let in six goals, the Lightning
weathered their storm and clung to
their system.
The Bolts, having beaten three of
the original six teams, look to tame
their fourth of the playoffs as the
underdogs to the favored Hawks.
The Hawks enter the series riding
incredible momentum buffeted by
inexplicable luck.
The series will, as any Stanley
Cup does, focus on the play of each
team’s stars. Given how strong the
Hawks defense has been at shutting down stars, thanks due in part
to the Conn Smythe worthy play
of defenseman Keith, expect not
to hear the name Steven Stamkos
all that often. On the contrary, the
Hawks will rely on the silky mitts of
Kane and the indefatigable determination of Toews.
The Lightning’s primary scorers
will be their depth guys; the triplets line of Nikita Kucherov, Ondrej
Palat and Tyler Johnson will be
manhandled by the likes of Brent
Seabrook and Niklas Hjalmarsson. Likewise, Keith and the Hawks
first line will look to shut down
Stamkos in the neutral zone and

behind the net.
The Lightning will rely on their
third and fourth line to cycle the
puck against the aging Kimmo
Timonen and the absent-minded
Johnny Oduya.
The loss of Michal Rozsival forces the Hawks to start Kyle Cumiskey alongside Oduya for the third
pairing: an exploitable hole in the
otherwise solid Chicago blue line.
Expect scoring to come from Kyle
Kilorn, Cedric Paquette, Ryan Callahan and other, lesser-known
skaters on the Tampa bench.
Though Corey Crawford has been
solid for the duration of the playoffs, he is prone to losing his cool—
and subsequently the game—when
too much pressure pours on. As the
series goes on, if the Lightning can
break Crawford, the series is theirs
to lose.
The Hawks will look to cycle the
puck in ways the New York Rangers
could not with the impressive skill
and unbelievable stickhandling of
their top two lines. Marian Hossa,
Brandon Saad and Toews will look
to work their magic, pulling the
defense and the towering Bishop
to one side. When a goalie as tall
as Bishop is moving laterally, he
is exposed.
What the first line cannot accomplish, Brad Richards, Kane and
Teuvo Teravinen can handily mop
up. Expect the bottom two lines to
work a lethal forecheck to tire out
the hearty Tampa defense. Their
defense is solid all the way down to
Matt Carle, who is prone to lapses
and needless penalties. Likewise,
Andrej Sustr has a tendency to
overcommit to checks.
Overall, the Lightning will put
up a good fight, but their offense
will not be able to outgun the likes
of the ultra experienced, high-caliber firepower of Chicago. They take
the series, and the Stanley Cup, in
six or seven games.

WWW. SPORTSMOCKERY.COM

WWW. SPORTSGECKO.COM

As the underdogs in the matchup, Steven Stamkos (bottom) and the Lightning look
to stop Jonathan Toews from winning his third championship as a Blackhawk.

JUNE 8, 2015

THE TICKER CLASSIFIEDS I PAGE 15

Classifieds
WALL STREET CLUB

ILLUSTRATOR WANTED
Do you spend most of your
time in class doodling in your
notebook? Do you have opinions and a sense of humor?
The Ticker is looking for a talented artist to work on illustrations like the ones seen in the
Opinions section.

Wall Street Club is a community of highly motivated students eager to learn about the ﬁnancial services industry. We understand
the need of strong market knowledge and analytical acumen
to succeed in this competitive industry. We strongly believe in
teamwork and realize the beneﬁt of exchanging and challenging
the perspectives of our peers.

SELLING STUFF?
If you got stuﬀ to sell like textbooks, calculators or pet iguanas, take out a classiﬁed advertisement to reach the masses.

Our club provides the platform to learn about ﬁnance and investments in a unique way that our classes do not provide. Our
weekly meetings feature student presentations, industry guest
speakers and networking opportunities. It is an ideal place for students seeking to develop their knowledge of ﬁnance beyond their
coursework. In addition, we oﬀer workshops designed to give participants hands-on training within ﬁnance.
Our alumni are represented at major institutions, and most recently, our e-board had a 100% placement rate—a true testament
of focusing on our core values of improving technical and soft
skills.

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS

Say cheese! The Ticker is looking for dedicated photographers to
join its photography team for the coming semester and beyond.
Prior experience is not required. Equipment arrangements can be
made.
Email managingeditor@theticker.org for more information or stop
by room 3-290. Ask to speak with the Managing Editor or Editorin-Chief.

TICKER CLASSIFIEDS
SUBMIT A CLASSIFIED AD TO ADSTHETICKER.ORG TO ADVERTISE YOUR CLUB,
EVENT OR PROJECT WITHOUT CUTTING INTO YOUR BUDGET.
THE SIMPLE OPTION TO GET A SHORT MESSAGE ACROSS. PRICE DEPENDS ON
WORD COUNT, WITH A MINIMUM OF 50 WORDS.
>50 WORDS .................... $5
50100 WORDS ................ $8
100150 WORDS .............. $12
150200 WORDS .............. $15
COLORED BOX OUTLINE TO HIGHLIGHT YOUR AD ... $2
ADD AN IMAGE TO DRAW MORE ATTENTION .......... $2

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CLASSIFIEDS AND PLACING ADVERTISMENTS
IN THE TICKER, PLEASE EMAIL ADSTHETICKER.ORG.

BARUCH COLLEGE
Do you enjoy business? What
about the arts and sciences?
Are you interested in public affairs? Or are you a fan of being
a well-rounded, knowledgable
young adult?
Come to Baruch College for an
exemplary education in a toptier institution and proudly call
yourself a Bearcat!

YOUR AD HERE
BUYING STUFF?
If you are looking to buy a speciﬁc textbook, some sneakers or
something else, take out a classiﬁed advertisement.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: FATHER’S DAY

JUNE 2015
MON

8
TUES

9
WED

10
THURS

11
FRI

12
SAT

13
SUN

14

ACROSS
1. Mine passage
6. Chloroﬂuorocarbon
9. Diplomat’s forte
13. “____, I Love You” by
The Doors
14. “____ la la!”
15. Harvest helper
16. “Pomp and
Circumstance Marches”
composer
17. Hula necklace
18. Exclude
19. *Father, e.g.
21. *Frequently derided
gift
23. Baseball stat
24. “Animal House” party
garb
25. “T” in Greek
28. Symphony member
30. *Dad, colloquially
35. Ballpark stats
37. Dollar bills
39. *Where lots of old
dads live?
40. Norse war god
41. *Mike was the dad in
the “The Brady ____”
43. In the next month
44. Whitman’s dooryard
bloomer
46. Dog command
47. Fodder holder

MISSED CONNECTIONS MULTIDAY EVENT
10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. | New Media Artspace | Free
RAVI SHANKAR: CONNECTIONS THROUGH MUSIC (MULTI-DAY EVENT)*
11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. | City College | Free
GET THE WRITING DONE*
2:00-3:30 p.m. | CUNY Graduate Center | Free Registration
CUNY START*
3:30-5:00 p.m. | Medgar Evers College | Free
INFORMATION SESSION GRADUATE PROGRAMS AT SPA
6:00-7:30 p.m. | VC 14-270 | Free
REDESIGNING WOMEN MULTIDAY EVENT
8:00-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | $30
BLOOMBERG I
12:15-1:30 p.m. | Subotnick Center | Free Registration
WEISMANN GRADUATE PROGRAMS DIRECTOR’S BRIEFING
6:00-7:30 p.m. | Library Building - Room 763 | Free
BRAZIL: NIGHT & DAY: PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANDREW PROKOS*
9:00-6:00 p.m. | Queens College | Free

48. Don’t do this to Elvis’s
blue suede shoes
50. Type of cell
52. Even, to a poet
53. Has divine power
55. Grandmother, in Britain
57. *”____ and Son”
61. ____ 5, band
64. Twig of a willow tree
65. Extra point value
67. Theater boxes
69. “It is silent” in sheet
music
70. Money in Myanmar
71. Coastal feature
72. Hightailed it
73. Play part
74. Like one who seeks
extra attention5
DOWN
1. “He said, ____ said”
2. The Beatles song/movie
“____!”
3. One of algae
4. Distress signal
5. Bull opponent
6. *A stallion is a dad
to him
7. Pacquiao to
Mayweather, e.g.
8. Trouser fabric
9. Radio genre
10. Came down to earth
11. Ghana money

12. Arbor Day star
15. Stop being excited
20. Fat cat in the Orient
22. Id’s partner
24. Very small
25. *These gifts can come
in handy for dad
26. IRS threat
27. Useful
29. Burden or load
31. Goes with chips
32. An Osmond
33. Soap plant
34. *He signed Father’s Day
into law
36. Ginger cookie
38. Jazz singing
42. Laughing predator
45. A company of
companions
49. It often follows
“neither”
51. *Nemo’s Dad
54. Parkinson’s drug
56. Nary a soul
57. Chronic drinkers
58. Hurry up
59. Cote d’Azur locale
60. Livestock food
61. A burrito can come with
or without this
62. Check out
63. As opposed to a want
66. Manhattan
68. Hog haven

DAMLA BEK | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

MISSED CONNECTIONS MULTIDAY EVENT
10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. | New Media Artspace | Free

ISSUE 12

UNIVISION RADIO COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR*
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. | Hostos Community College | Free
REDESIGNING WOMEN MULTIDAY EVENT
8:00-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | $30
MILLENNIUM DANCE COMPANY: THE PERRY SCHOOL OF DIVERSITY
AND EXCELLENCE*
2:00 p.m. | Hostos Community College | $25

*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

Upcoming Events

TIP OF THE WEEK
The summer is a great time to engage in career exploration, especially if you are undecided about
your major. Consider volunteering at an organization to learn more about a field or reach out to
individuals who have jobs that interest you.

In Focus

JOB SEARCH BOOT CAMP SERIES: WEEK 5
June 9 I 1:00-2:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Attention recent grads and rising seniors! Come to this weekly series to
learn essential strategies for conducting a successful job search.
LINKEDIN 101: LINKEDIN PROFILE DEVELOPMENT
June 11 I 12:30-2:00 p.m. I VC 2-190
Did you know there are 70K+ Baruch alumni on LinkedIn? Come learn
how to maximize your proﬁle for job searching and networking.

SUMMERTIME AT SCDC
SCDC will remain open for the summer, a great time to start sprucing up the resume in advance of the fall career fairs. From now until June 20, the Center will be open Monday–Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. From June 23
through August 14, the hours will be Monday - Thursday from 8:30 - 6:00. The Center will then return to a ﬁve-day,
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. schedule until the start of fall classes. Walk-in sessions will be available only on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. We will also continue to run workshops to help you to build your resume,
improve your interviewing skills, develop your LinkedIn proﬁle, and build your personal brand. Please visit our
website for a complete listing of workshops. Also, recent graduates and students entering their senior year are
welcome to attend Job Search Boot Camp on Tuesday, June 9, 16, 23 and 30, from 1-2:30 p.m. in Room 2-190.

NO MAJOR? NO PROBLEM!
June 17 I 3:00-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Discover how the features of Focus 2 can help you choose a major,
research ﬁelds, and successfully navigate your career journey.
BUILDING YOUR BRAND: THE PERSONAL PITCH
June 25 I 3:00-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Do you dread hearing “Tell me about yourself?” Practice giving a short,
verbal self-advertisement to help with networking and interviewing.
For a full list of events and to RSVP, go to STARR Search.

Internship Cafe
CNBC (Paid)
PAID FALL 2015 INTERNSHIPS AT CNBC
ON SETS IN ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS, NEW
JERSEY, THE NEW YORK STOCK EX
CHANGE AND NASDAQ
CNBC is looking for interns
to join them in the fall of 2015
to work on their breaking news
desk at the CNBC headquarters’
based in Englewood Cliﬀs, New
Jersey, and on their sets at the
New York Stock Exchange and
the NASDAQ.
As an intern on the assignment desk, you will be working
directly with CNBC reporters,
anchors, producers, editors and
photographers.

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Peer Corner
Real World Transitions

You will be helping answer
phones, conducting interviews,
gathering MOS, learning social
media, help with breaking news
coverage, courtroom reporting, producing events at the
NASDAQ and NYSE and logging
tape.
CNBC provides free transportation to and from all over the
New York City area on an hourly
basis. CNBC pays $10 an hour
plus overtime. Must be a college
student to intern.
To learn more and apply, please
log into STARR Search (Job ID #
77857).

By Barbara Lerman
Peer for Career
So you graduated from college
and you got your diploma, now
what?
I know, your parents want you
to get a job and move on out. This
would be ideal for most if not all recent grads, getting that dream job
within their ﬁeld of study so they
can ﬁnally start putting those four
years of skill acquirement to use.
However, this is not always so
easy to do. Sometimes in your senior year, when ﬁnals get close and
senioritis kicks in, a job search is not
the ﬁrst thing on your mind.

So now summer has begun and
you have your degree in hand but
no job to present it to; you ask yourself “what now?”
Generally, this would be the time
to start job hunting. But depending
on the job market of your particular
ﬁeld, the hiring booms may be different.
Even so, it is time to start hunting, because jobs do not wait for
you speciﬁcally to ﬁll them. Recruiters may be hunting for prospects,
but you cannot be a prospect if you
do not put yourself out there.
Now here comes the hard part:
job hunting and putting yourself
out there. First things ﬁrst, make

sure your resume is spick and span
and your LinkedIn proﬁle is polished
and updated.
Next, get on Starr Search or
whatever job search engine you
choose and begin! Wait, you do not
have a LinkedIn proﬁle and you do
not know where to begin with job
searching?
Do not worry, because you can
attend SCDC’s Job Search Boot
Camp on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. beginning June 9, and we will help you
get started.
For more information, visit http://
w w w.baruch.cuny.edu/careers/
or stop by our oﬃce in the Neuwman
Vertical Campus, Box B 2-150.

